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President’s Message
By Billie Day

LWVDC continues with its planning and activities.
In addition to various committee work, other on-
going activities include the Observation Corps and
Naturalization Ceremony representation. Commit-
tees being activated are fund-raising, archiving
(identifying and organizing documents to pre-
serve), and LWV 90th anniversary celebration.

Please consider how you would like to be in-
volved—especially if you will join one of the new
committees—and email me at
(drbad1@hotmail.com). | look forward to seeing
you at the September Opening Luncheon as we
begin our 2009-2010 program year. Please see
the inserted flyer for registration information.

As we start the new season, | am pleased to an-
nounce the following new leaders with LWVDC:

Joan Morgan, Co-Treasurer

Joan spent the first twenty-five years of her career
in the financial services industry, first on Wall
Street and then as a financial advisor and consult-
ant. More recently she moved over to the non-
profit sector as Executive Director of the Adams
Memorial Foundation. True to the term nonprofit,
the memorial effort has been suspended tempo-
rarily and she is back at her old firm, Ameriprise
Financial Services as an administrator. Joan has
served on the boards of The Madeira School,
40Plus of Greater Washington and CommUnity on
the Hill. She has an MBA from Columbia and a BA
in English Literature from Barnard.

Leslie Dara Baldwin, MPA , Membership

L. Dara Baldwin has a BA in Political Science and
honors MPA from Rutgers University. She worked
in healthcare administration in various operational
and finance executive positions, for almost twenty
years, and has recently established her own con-
sulting firm. She currently works in the non-profit
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sector specifically in the social equity/racial jus-
tice field. She has been an Adjunct Professor at
Bloomfield College, Bloomfield, NJ. Ms. Baldwin
has been a member of the national League of
Women Voters in New Jersey and North Carolina,
and is active in other professional and community
boards. Her family and education are priorities in
life. Her hobbies are reading, chess, photogra-
phy, traveling and enjoying the Arts.

Elizabeth de Bagara, DC Vote Liaison

Liz de Bagara graduated from Indiana University
Maurer School of Law in 2007. Prior to law school,
she was the Assistant Food Editor for The Courier-
Journal newspaper in Louisville, Kentucky, where
she wrote a syndicated column on cook-
ing, restaurants, and agriculture. Ms. de Ba-
gara interned in the office of U.S. Senator Debbie
Stabenow in Washington D.C. She provides pro
bono legal services to Washington Parks and Peo-
ple, and Bread for the City. In the past, she has
held leadership positions with many other non-
profit and community service organizations, in-
cluding Young Professional Association of Louis-
ville, Hillsdale Area Jaycees, the American Associa-
tion of University Women, Feminist Law Forum,
and the Latin Law Student Association.

Emily Tamlyn, Fundraising

Emily Tamlyn holds a BA in Political Theory and
Constitutional Democracy from the University of
Michigan and a law degree from the Indiana Uni-
versity School of Law. She is a member of the
Michigan Bar and currently an Associate Counsel
with the Board of Veterans Appeals. Ms. Tamlyn
served as President of the University of Michigan
League of Women Voters, which partnered with
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For questions about membership please call the League
office at 222-0710 or Dara Baldwin, membership chair, at
daraldb18@gmail.com

Membership to the national League is included in local dues.

| want to: join or | want to renew my membership/

Annual Dues Rate
$45/Single Member
$60/Joint Household Members

$20/Student Member

College/University

(Please print)

Name

Street Address Apt. No.

City

State zip code

home phone

work phone

fax number

email address

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed
form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, #600, Wash-
ington, DC 20036-2008

In addition to my dues, | enclose a contribution to: LWVDC
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount
of §

Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT
tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax de-
ductible.

Please write separate checks to each.

Billie Day

Kathryn Ray

Geraldine Whitley

Jane Varner Malhotra

Ken Nesper

Chris Matthews

Dara Baldwin (Membership)
Goody Braun (Healthcare)

Madlyn Calbert (Congressional)

Jean Hall (Co-chair Units)

Patricia Hallman (NCA Liaison, Brown Bag)
Barbara Luchs (VOTER Mailing)

Jack Mathison (Gun Control)
Leona Rumsey

Joan Wilson (Private Elections)
Constance Tate (Education)

Reggie Yancey

Chris Matthews

Chris Matthews

Dara Baldwin (Chair)

Grace Malakoff (Chair)

Joan Wilson (Chair)

Elinor Hart (Chair)
Judy Smith (Naturalization Services)

Jean Hall (Co-chair)
Naomi Glass (Co-chair)

222-0710
drbadl@hotmail.com

244-0770

882-6480

363-1676

kenesperjr@netzero.net

269-3890
chrismatt@igc.org

daraldb18@gmail.com
goody.solomon@verizon.net

832-7305
362-4526
829-8852
363-0853

362-4612
863-7484
237-6264
882-0387
726-1929

269-3890

269-3890

daraldb18@gmail.com

387-7540

237-6264

387-2966
882-3021

362-4526
686-0124
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Report on TPB and FTA Priority Bus Conference

By E. Pat Hallman

Constance Tate and Patricia Hallman attended a
one day conference on June 24, 2009 sponsored
by the National Capital Region Transportation
Planning Board (TPB) and the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration (FTA), on providing new transporta-
tion choices in the Washington Region through
bus transit prioritization strategies. The confer-
ence was held at the Washington Plaza Hotel.

The focus of the conference was improving the
Metropolitan Washington region’s transit system
by implementing priority bus transit.

Introductory remarks by Charles Jenkins, TPB
Chair, and Harriet Tregoning, Study Task Force
Chair and Director of the D.C. Office of Planning,
opened the conference, which consisted of four
panels.

The Keynote address was given by Roy Kienitz,
Under Secretary of Transportation for Policy at the
U.S. Department of Transportation, who discussed
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA) opportunities for the Metro area. He sug-
gested that the submitted plans for the grants
should be creative and based on environmental,
economic and safety benefits.

The first panel, Examples of Priorities Bus Transit
in the U.S., consisted of representatives of plan-
ning transit agencies from across the country.
They highlighted different priority bus strategies.
Cleveland, Los Angeles, Pittsburgh, Minnesota and

Texas have implemented such systems as dedicated
busways, off-vehicle fare collections, Bus on Shoulders
(BOS) programs, near-level boarding and signal prioriti-
zation.

Panel two: Moderator Ron Kirby led a discussion by
Perspectives Stakeholder Groups, i.e., The Board of
Trade, the Urban Lane Institute and the WMATA Riders
Advisory Council. They suggested that any group
should focus on making improvements to a few corri-
dors at a time, rather than making small changes sys-
tem-wide.

Panel three: Discussed prioritizing the Bus Transit Sys-
tem in the Washington Region. They indicated the
need to maximize the area’s bus network as the Metro
Rail System will be at capacity by 2025.

The fourth panel, Achieving Regional Consensus of
Priority Bus Transit, suggested that the theme of Bus
vs. Rail be replaced with one of Bus and Rail vs. Driv-
ing Alone. Panelists advocated the need to maximize
limited funding by working together.

Funding for regional proposals will be provided
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA) in the form of grants. Applications must be re-
ceived by September 2009.

For more information about DC metro area transporta-
tion planning, please see the “Transportation” section
of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Govern-
ments’ website, http://www.mwcog.org/.
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the Lansing League to start a student organiza-
tion. She joined LWVDC last summer, assisted
with the February program at DC Vote and DC
Statehood--Yes We Can!, and has also participated
in LWVUS Lobby Corps meetings. She is also ac-
tive with the For the Love of Children (FLOC) tutor-
ing program.

Teresa Grana, Fundraising

Teresa Grana holds an MA in American Studies
from George Washington University . She has
worked in a wide variety of cultural history,

art and museum education programs throughout the
city for the Smithsonian Institution, American Univer-
sity, George Washington University and Ameri-

can University. She is founding member of the Avalon
Theater project and The Latino Student Fund . She is
currently on the board of the Friends of the Art Mu-
seum of the Americas of the Organization of American
States.
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Unit Council Meeting Change

As you know, the Unit Council generally meets the
first Monday after the first Wednesday of each
month. Thus, in September of this year, we would
be meeting on Labor Day...not a good day to
schedule anything but a picnic. Therefore, just for
September, we will meet the first Tuesday of the
month (September 8th). Meeting time remains
10:30am and the meeting place is also the same
(my home, 5533 33rd Street NW). Call if you have
any questions or comments. Naomi Glass, 686-
0124 or naomisol@juno.com.

Education Committee Meeting

The LWVDC Education Committee cor-
dially invites all LWVDC members to
their next meeting,
Wednesday, September 16
10:30am
at the
LWVDC office
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
6th floor conference room.

There will be a special presentation on
the Global Classrooms programs of the
United Nations Association of the Na-
tional Capital Area (UNA-NCA).
Speakers will be Paula Boland, UNA-
NCA Executive Director and Karen Mul-
hauser, UNA-NCA president.

Come hear about this exciting global
education program

Save the Datel!

Greetings fellow Leaguers! This is Dara Baldwin,
your new Membership Committee Chair. | look
forward to working with all of you and, of course,
to increasing our membership numbers.

Mark this date: Saturday, October 24th! This,
our first membership gathering, will be in celebra-
tion of United Nations Day. We will invite mem-
bers of our community to come learn about the
DC League and our involvement in global issues.

Meanwhile, please contact me with ideas for at-
tracting new members: daraldb18@gmail.com.
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LWV-NCA Study Opportunities

Since 1963, the Leagues of the Washington metropoli-
tan area have worked together on regional issues as
members of the LWV of the National Capital Area
(NCA). Over the next two years, the NCA will be con-
ducting two studies:

Water Resources Update: The Reality of the Drinking
Water Supply in the Metro Area in the 21 s Century

In February 1999, NCA issued a comprehensive report
titled “Drinking Water Supply in the Washington, D.C.
Metropolitan Area: Prospects and Options for the 21+
Century.” Many changes have occurred in the region
since then. Thus, the task of the current study is to
evaluate the situation today and update or expand the
report as necessary.

Norma Merritt, a member at large of the LWV of Mary-
land from Prince George’s County, is chair. She has a
long-time interest in water issues. (contact info:
proper_bostonian.1@juno.com [underline between
“proper” and “bostonian”] or 301-292-3233).

New Study: Adequacy and Reliability of Electricity in
the National Capital Area

With today’s focus on energy issues, this timely study

will help us become knowledgeable about the relevant
issues pertaining to electricity as they impact residents
of the Washington area.

Melpi Jeffries, immediate past president of NCA from
Montgomery County, is the chair. (contact info:
melpijeffries@msn.com or 301-530-5452)

Additional volunteers are needed to work on both
studies. Please contact the appropriate chairperson if
you are interested; the committees have already
started organizing. They will follow the usual League
practice of studying the first year and reaching consen-
sus in the second year.
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Anacostia Boat Trip
By Geraldine Whitley

The Washington DC League of Women Voters and
their friends took an interpretive boat tour down
the Anacostia River from Bladensburg Waterfront
Park to the Anacostia Waterfront Park on July 15,
2009. The view from the boat was delightful as
was the weather.

The closest neighbors to the park are the port
towns of Bladensburg, Colmar Manor and Cottage
City, Maryland. The trip provided the participants
an excellent opportunity to experience an intimate
relationship with the river, while learning about its
complexity. It seems that the Anacostia River is
plagued by its neighbors to the north as well as to
the south of it.

It is unfortunate that this surprisingly scenic river
located in our own back yard is threatened with
becoming a perpetual cesspool. In spite of the
river’s seemingly condemned state (at the pre-
sent), there is hope for its recovery. As we work
to clean the river up with water quality monitoring
and pollution prevention, etc., we must continue
to advocate, lobby, organize rallies, and demand
that political actions be taken in Washington, D.C.,
and Maryland to restore the Anacostia River back
to health—not just for recreational use, but also
for the serenity and beauty it provides our city.

Our guide, Vera Figueiredo, a naturalist and envi-
ronmental educator, discussed with us the many
ways Anacostia Watershed Society is seeking to
restore the river back to a healthy state. In doing
so, we identified various permanent and migrating
species of wildlife that call the river home. We
identified some of the river’s frequent and perma-
nent users from the wildlife kingdom. We were all
delighted to see such wildlife on the river as:
great blue herons, ospreys, egrets, various spe-
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cies of turtles, mallards and Canada geese, and tree
and emergent plant habitation. Ms. Figueiredo was
quite helpful in answering questions, and helping the
group obtain an understanding of the condition of the
river. All along the 5-mile stretch of the Anacostia
River we traversed, she covered a variety of issues af-
fecting the waterway: changes and developments
along the waterway, political developments, polluted
storm water runoff, the need to work with Maryland to
protect tributaries of the Anacostia, community access
to the river, greening of the waterfront, and preserva-
tion of wetlands and wildlife along the river.

As we sailed and talked about the condition of the
Anacostia River, the wildlife on the river remained un-
aware that the threats to their environment will in-
crease if their human friends don’t work diligently to
clean up the river.

Many thanks to Geraldine Whitley, Environmental
Committee Chair, for organizing this fascinating trip
and to_Joan Wilson for recruiting so many guests from
Ingleside.

Donations and Contributions

We send our grateful thanks to
Vinna Freeman
Leslie Dunbar
Judy Hubbard
and
Vivianne Mozon
for their generous contributions to the LWVDC
Education Fund.



DC Leaguers who can count to 100

SEEKING:

The Private Elections Committee needs your
help! Your commitment need only be a few
hours of time every few months to help us count
ballots for private elections we facilitate around
D.C. Please contact Joan Wilson at jimjowil-
son@verizon.net or 237-6264 if you are inter-

ested.

Eyeballs for Observation Corps

We need volunteers to attend or monitor City
Council and committee meetingst either in per-
son or by watching on television or the Internet.
Please contact Corps chair, Natalie Howard, at
nahoward@verizon.net.

1717 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036

(tel) 202 2220710
(fax) 202 7830444

(website) www.lwvdc.org
(email) lwvdc@aol.com
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Allen, 362-8953. 8Jean Hall 362-4526.
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