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Presidents’ Message

By Liz Martin and Joan Wilson

As April closes, so too does the League year for
your elected presidents and board. May brings
new officers and directors—elected at the an-

nual luncheon on April 25. With the surge of

energy which comes with new perspectives, our
League is out of the gate and running. There is
no such thing as summer vacation in the politi-
cal life of our city so expect spring and summer
Voters to sound the clarion for action on pend-
ing legislation, utilize any vacation time reading
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to bolster your understanding of today's
"burning issues" and look forward to helping
make the DC League bigger, better, more rele-
vant in many creative ways. But don't forget to
smell the roses! It has been a great experience
for us working with you and we count on many
joint ventures in the future.

Note: the 2008-09 treasurer’s report and the
2009-10 budget are printed on page 5.

Special Kudos for special LWVDC Members

Elinor Hart—awarded Honorable Mention for
the NCA sponsored Nauman Award. Elinor
won for her work preparing, printing and dis-
tributing election materials in Spanish and
English language versions, obtaining an
amendment in city legislation to permit youth
to register to vote in advance of their 18"
birthday if the date for that occurred before
Election Day, and producing a video urging
young students to become active voters and
poll workers.

Judy Smith—consistent support of LWVDC
presence at monthly naturalization ceremo-
nies, organizer of the LWVDC annual recep-
tion for new citizens, and highlighted speaker
on several months of the courthouse calen-
dar.

Katherine Schmidt—for her continuing,
steadfast promotion of D.C. Vote efforts.

Jane Malhotra—for organizing one general
meeting (national popular vote consensus)
and two membership recruitment meetings.

Barbara Luchs—for the monthly labeling and
mailing of the Voter.

Kathryn Ray—for leading voting on LWVDC
local positions.

Natalie Howard and her team—for complete
review and updating of “Where We Stand”

Leona Rumsey and Constance Tate—
reviving the Education Committee

Shaz Malik—for publishing the Voter and the
website and for initiating a presence for
LWVDC in the social media world.
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For questions about membership call the League office
at 222-0710 or Jean Hall, membership chair, at 362-4526.

Membership to the national League is included in local dues.

| want to: join or | want to renew my membership/

Annual Dues Rate
$45/Single Member
$60/Joint Household Members

$20/Student Member

College/University

(Please print)

Name

Street Address Apt. No.

City

State zip code

home phone

work phone

fax number

email address

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed
form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, #600, Wash-
ington, DC 20036-2008

In addition to my dues, | enclose a contribution to: LWVDC
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount
of

Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT
tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax de-
ductible.

Please write separate checks to each.

Elizabeth Martin
Joan Wilson

Kathryn Ray

Geraldine Whitley

Jane Varner Malhotra

Julia Cuniberti

Chris Matthews

Goody Braun (Healthcare)
Naomi Glass (Units)

Jean Hall (Membership)

Elinor Hart (Voters Service)
Barbara Luchs (VOTER Mailing)
Jack Mathison (Gun Control)
Leona Rumsey

John Sherman (Private Elections)
Constance Tate (Education)

Reggie Yancey

Chris Matthews

Chris Matthews

Jean Hall

Sheila Keeny

John Sherman

Elinor Hart

Judy Smith (Naturalization Services)

Naomi Glass (Chair)

222-0710

244-0770

882-6480

363-1676

387-2966

269-3890

723-2477
686-0124
362-4526
387-2966
363-0853
362-4612
863-7484
244-6286
882-0387
726-1929

269-3890

269-3890

362-4526

363-8940

244-6286

387-2966

686-0124
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Disposal of Public Property
By Joan Wilson

As readers of the daily press or as participants,
League members are aware of recent outbursts of
public anger when city properties have been au-
thorized for development by private developers
without "sufficient" input from the public particu-
larly when the focus of disputed development in-
volves libraries. Currently the Mayor is authorized
to submit emergency legislation for Council ap-
proval which can designate individual properties
as surplus - this can be done without advance
public notification and participation. This practice
has spawned not only a public outcry but specific
legislation (bill no.18-0076)submitted by Council
Member Thomas.

This bill proposes all city-owned properties be sur-
veyed and an official inventory made available to

the public. Simultaneously all properties currently
leased for use by the city (at an annual cost of
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$110 million) be evaluated to identify where leases
could be ended and a city owned property utilized in
its place. The second requirement of this bill is that an
overall development plan be created establishing pri-
orities for use of potentially surplus public properties
to avoid random sales, uncoordinated programs, poor
utilization of public assets which might better be
leased than sold. The third requirement is that each
ward of the city list its present and foreseeable needs
for sites to serve as community centers, youth recrea-
tion centers, offices for non-profit organizations etc ,
or other function that would "lift the community."

A discussion of this legislation by our LWVDC Board at
its April meeting reflected concern for transparency
and full public disclosure for any future proposed dis-
posal of city properties. There was also a general feel-
ing that leasing might be more prudent than selling,
particularly in this time of retrenchment,.

Health Committee Update

By Goody Braun

Goody Braun and Jane Jorgensen met March 16
with LaQuandra S. Nesbitt, M.D., Senior Deputy
Director, Center for Policy, Planning and Epidemi-
ology at the DC Department of Health. She ex-
plained that the emphasis now is on spending
stimulus money through grants to community
health programs . She also described a number of
new approaches and activities at the department,
which indicated that the department is moving in
a more productive, responsible direction than in
the past.

As a result, there doesn’t seem to be a burning
study question for the DCLWV Health Committee
to tackle right now - though some information
probably should be obtained about how the de-
partment is monitoring and evaluating many of its
new efforts, particularly grant programs. The
question of monitoring and evaluating will be dis-
cussed at the next meeting of the Health Commit-
tee.

Here are some highlights of the meeting with Dr.
Nesbitt.
« DOH is moving away from direct services.

Unlike NYC which runs clinics, for example, the DC
DOH contracts with nonprofits to provide services.
Even immunizations, which had been given at
some clinics, are being phased out.

= With obesity and other health problems in the city,
DOH is looking at social and economic factors and
how to partner with community groups. The de-
partment is working on a plan to fight obesity and
hopes to have it in place by October.

* The three high priority items are community health
and wellness promotion, addiction and HIV/AIDS
awareness, and Public Health System enhancement
by engaging the public.

« Ward Walks - 1.5 mile walks on Saturday mornings,
which stopped during the winter, will start again in
April.

= The department has a Chronic Care Initiative that is
using $10 million of tobacco settlement money.

= Overall, the department’s emphasis is on out-
comes.
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LWVDC Testimony at City Council Hearing

Tuesday, April 7, at 6:30 PM Chair Michael Brown of
the City Council Special Committee on Statehood and
Self Determination held a public hearing. He an-
nounced that it was the first in a number he planned.
Brown indicated that he was open to hearing what
the citizens want in the area of statehood, Congres-
sional voting rights, and home rule issues. He also
promised that experts on budgetary matters related
to statehood would testify.

Following is the testimony presented by Kathy
Schmidt at the hearing.

Mr. Chairman, members of the City Council, fellow
citizens, | am a member of the League of Women
Voters of the District of Columbia and am speaking
for Kathryn Ray, our First Vice President. Her daugh-
ters are 6th generation Washingtonians: in well over
100 years none of her family has had a voting Repre-
sentative in Congress.

We, the League of Women Voters of the District of
Columbia, urge the City Council to work for the bill
in the House of Representatives to give DC citizens a
vote in Congress, one without amendments, a “clean
bill”, H.R. 157, “The District of Columbia House Vot-
ing Rights Act”. It will not negate efforts for state-
hood nor Senate representation: it is an interim step.

The “Representation in Congress” portion of posi-
tions of the DC League was modified May 11, 2004,
after a two year study. It was adopted by consensus.
“The League of Women Voters of the District of Co-
lumbia strongly supports our goals of full voting rep-
resentation in both of houses of Congress and full
rights of self-government for the citizens of the Dis-
trict, and we support incremental steps to achieve
these goals, with the following criteria: the integrity
of the District of Columbia shall be maintained; in-
cremental steps should address representation in the
Senate; and final determination of the status of the
District shall involve a voice of the citizens of the
District of Columbia in that determination.” (The
City Council and the mayor constitute “voice of the
citizens”.)

This position is supported by that of the League of
Women Voters of the United States. It was revised
and passed by its 2000 convention. “The League of
Women Voters of the United States believes that citi-
zens of the District of Columbia should be afforded
the same rights of self-government and full voting
representation in Congress as are all other citizens
of the United States.”

Along with this voting rights position is one on Gun Con-
trol endorsed by the 1998 League of Women Voters of the
United States convention:

The League of Women Voters of the United States be-
lieves that the proliferation of handguns and semi-
automatic assault weapons in the United States is a
major health and safety threat to its citizens. The
League supports strong federal measures to limit the
accessibility and regulate the ownership of these
weapons by private citizens. The League supports
regulating firearms for consumer safety.

The League supports licensing procedures for gun
ownership by private citizens to include a waiting pe-
riod for background check, personal identity verifica-
tion, gun safety education, and annual license re-
newal. The license fee should be adequate to bear
the cost of education and verification.

The League supports a ban on ‘Saturday night spe-
cials,” enforcement of strict penalties for the improper
possession of and crimes committed with handguns
and assault weapons, and allocation of resources to
better regulate and monitor gun dealers.

The League of Women Voters of the District of Columbia
position on guns is:

LWVDC supports the strengthening of gun control law
in the District of Columbia. This should be in the
form of stricter enforcement of present laws and
regulations, as well as additional legislation. Laws to
control firearms should be strengthened, but espe-
cially handguns.

“The laws should specify conditions for storage of
firearms and ammunition in carefully controlled and
secured areas.

“The manufacture and assembly of firearms and am-
munition in the District should be prohibited.

“The basic penalties should be increased for illegally
possessing or carrying any dangerous weapon or for
using or having available a gun during the commis-
sion of a crime.

The League commends the Special Committee on State-
hood and Self-Government for granting District of Colum-
bia citizens an opportunity to voice their support for Con-
gressional voting rights and their concerns about the pos-
sible nullification of our gun laws. We also thank the
Council for passing, on March 3, 2009, the “Sense of the
Council Against the U.S. Senate Amendment on the Dis-
trict’s Gun Regulations Emergency Resolution of 2009".
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Upcoming Unit Meetings

1717 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 600
As decided at the Annual Meeting, discus- Washington, DC 20036

sion at the next Unit Meetings will be
about a D.C. Community College. Ques-
tions which we did not have time for at
the Annual Meeting will be answered.

(tel) 202 2220710 (website) www.lwvdc.org
(fax) 202 7830444 (email) lwvdc@aol.com
May 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:00amBoard
Meeting
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10:00amUnit 10:00anmNaturaliz
Council Meet- ation Ceremoniy
ing?
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:45amSW Unift | 9:45amUpper 9:45amCC/
16th Unif Ingleside Unit
12:45pmNW
Day Unif 7:30pmEvening
Unit
24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

'LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600. 2Naomi Glass, 5533 33rd St. NW, 686-0124. 3Judy Smith, 882-
3021. “Leona Rumsey, 863-7484. °Barbara Yeomans, 363-8940. °Natalie Howard, 237-2163. 'Ruth
Allen, 362-8953.



