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President’s Message

By Billie Day

As this is mailed out, we will be in the midst of
our 90th anniversary celebrations. A kick-off
event occurred April 13th with a birthday cake
at the annual reception LWVDC provides for
newly sworn citizens. One hundred and eight
were sworn in and | was honored to give a wel-
coming speech reminding them of the impor-
tance of voting and to complete and submit
their voter registration cards. Amy Proftt or-
ganized the reception and was assisted by Judy
Smith, Janet Bachman, Sarah McMeans, Kathy
Schmidt and Joan Wilson. Thank you all for
your help. Headed by Judy and Janet, LWVDC
welcomes new citizens every month and they
can use your help.

It was a busy month for Judy Smith as she and
her husband opened their home for a fundrais-
ing event. Ambassador Dane Smith spoke
about the past, present, and future of peace-
making in the world and the evolution of the
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U.S. Government's role. The work of Senegalese
artist, Rackie Diankha Diallo, was available for
viewing and everyone enjoyed a pleasant spring
afternoon socializing with League friends. Many
thanks to the Smiths and to Emily Tamlyn and
Teresa Grana who organized the event.

The DC Council issued a proclamation for
LWVDC 90th anniversary and presented it to us
at the Council Chambers April 20. The Mayor
proclaimed April 24, 2010, as LWV Day—the
same date we honored our history and past
presidents at a very special annual lunch-

eon. Our first selectees for the new leaders
program, Jennifer Smulson and Melody Webb,
were introduced at the annual meeting.

Thank you for continuing to be a part of the
League as we move forward. We hope you have
renewed your membership and will be with us in
the years ahead.

Happy Hour With Emily

by Joan Wilson

The LWVDC sponsored visit with Emily Dickin-
son at Ingleside Retirement Center on March
tenth proved to be a charming interlude as well
as a profitable fund raiser. The impersonator,
Candace Ridington, was a believable and ap-
pealing Emily Dickinson. The audience enjoyed
being engaged by her wit, her whimsies and

passions. There was so much positive feedback
that plans are already being made for a return
visit next year - but this time from Clara Schu-
mann, another of Candace's personae. To all
who attended, hearty thanks and come back
next year.
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For questions about membership please call the League
office at 222-0710 or email lwvdc@aol.com

Membership to the national League is included in local dues.

Iwantto: __joinorlwant___to renew my membership!

Annual Dues Rate
$45/Single Member
$60/Joint Household Members

$20/Student Member

College/University

(Please print)

Name

Street Address Apt. No.

City

State zip code

home phone

work phone

0000000000000 71000d-080808
fax number

email address

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed
form to LWVDC, 1100 15th Street NW, 11th Floor,
Washington, DC 20005.

In addition to my dues, | enclose a contribution to: LWVDC
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount
of $

Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are
NOT tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax
deductible.

Please write separate checks to each.
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encourages informed and active participation of citizens in govern-
ment, works to increase understanding of public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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The Importance of a Full Census Count in D.C.

by Joan Wilson

A panel of three experts answered this question
with convincing vigor at Pat Hallman’s brown
bag on March 22", Despite an embarrassingly
small audience - are Leaguers held back by
rainy weather? Or are we blasé about the cen-
sus? — The trio paraded both facts and figures
to support their call; the most salient fact is a
simple one. The amount of the annual federal
subsidy given to the District for our most cru-
cial service programs is allotted on the basis of
Population totals. The last distribution aver-
aged $3,000 per resident and the city’s popula-
tion has grown since then by probably more
than 30,000. This assures a respectable boost
to our economy. So who could not wish to re-
spond by completing the very simple task of
filling out the form and mailing it?

To make sure this happens, the three speakers
lead programs designed to convince inhabitants
to do so. The first, Maurice Henderson, head-
ing the DC Counts Campaign for the Mayor’s
office, works through community groups and
government offices to sound an urgent call for

total participation. The second, Merrit Drucker, a
community activist, works as an individual booster
with a self organized D.C. Complete Counts Com-
mittee. The third, one of our own, Linda Softli, is
one of several Outreach Coordinators hired by the
city government to present programs in schools,
civic associations, etc.. All information channels are
being used.

So - have you done your bit in filling out the form
and spreading the word? A small effort - only 10
minutes or surely less - for important results when
one realizes that the geographic boundaries of our
eight wards are controlled by population statistics,
as well as distribution of federal economic support
for several social service programs.

The final tally will be presented to President Obama
December 315, This will show how diversified DC
has become, where 12% of our fellow cliff hangers
are foreign born and 15% speak a foreign tongue.
(per the 2000 census) We live in an interesting city
in interesting times.

Handguns and Rifles?
by Jack Mathison

The tragic death in March of four teenagers in
southeast DC with a 14 year old behind the
wheel during the drive-by shooting highlights
the misuse of guns when they are available to
youth .

Since the U. S. Supreme Court's Heller decision
in 2008, there has been a flood of legal cases

seeking to expand "gun rights" and strike down
gun safety laws. Significant resources are being

poured into court cases that may further erode our
nation's already weak gun laws. With the latest case,
Palmer Versus District of Columbia, they have obvi-
ously gone too far. If successful the Palmer case
would make it perfectly legal for someone to openly
carry a handgun or assault rifle on the streets of our
nation's capital.

A press statement regarding pending gun legislation
sent jointly from LWV and LWVDC is printed on page 4.
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DC Voting Rights and More Guns on the Street: Unacceptable

The following is the full text of a press state-
ment released on April 19, 2010 by the
LWVDC and LWV.

DC Voting Rights and More Guns on the
Street “Not Acceptable”
League Opposes “Comprehensive Destruction
of Gun Safety Laws”

Today, Mary G. Wilson, president of the
League of Women Voters of the United States,
and Billie Day, president of the League of
Women Voters of the District of Columbia,
released a joint statement concerning the
linking of the D.C. Voting Rights Act with
amendments overturning gun safety laws that
protect District residents:

“As an organization that has supported vot-
ing rights for the citizens of the District of
Columbia for more than 50 years, the League
of Women Voters believes that destruction of
D.C.’s gun safety laws is too high a price to
pay for passage of the D.C. Voting Rights Act,
which would provide a single voting repre-
sentative for D.C. in the House of Represen-
tatives.

“As a leading proponent of the D.C. Voting
Rights Act as it was developed in recent Con-
gresses, the League reaches this conclusion
reluctantly and sadly, but firmly. No one
should be under any illusions about how

comprehensive and destructive the gun amend-
ments could be if they are adopted as part of final
legislation. They not only wipe out D.C. laws de-
signed to protect lives, they also change federal
law to allow purchase of weapons across state
lines in Virginia and Maryland.

“There are two fundamental responsibilities that
all elected officials must fulfill: protecting our
democratic rights as Americans and protecting
our lives and safety. Asking citizens to sacrifice
their safety in order to have representation in
Congress is unacceptable.

“The League of Women Voters has long champi-
oned full voting rights for D.C. citizens. The
League worked hard for the constitutional
amendment providing for full D.C. participation in
the election of the President through the Electoral
College. The League also worked throughout the
country for many years in the battle for a consti-
tutional amendment to provide full voting rights
in both houses of Congress, which was passed by
Congress but ultimately blocked in the state rati-
fication process. And the U.S. and D.C. Leagues
supported and have always fought for self-
determination and home rule.

“Our congressional advocates must continue to
fight to pass the D.C. House Voting Rights Act
and oppose all amendments. It compromises the
integrity of the legislation to include these gun
amendments. The voting rights of American citi-
zens deserve a clean bill in the U.S. Congress.”

#i#
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Homeless Families in Distress in D.C.

by Joan Wilson

On March 12%™ the well known advocacy
group Fair Budget Coalition sponsored a con-
sortium at the John A. Wilson Building on the
current emergency of overflow shelters for
homeless families. No Council members at-
tended, primarily participants in programs for
the destitute and a few onlookers. The gist
of the presentations was deeply disturbing.

Facilities assigned to sheltering homeless
families have proven starkly inadequate - the
snow emergency has of course magnified
problems. When the city’s assigned overflow
shelters were crammed to bursting, families
were assigned to hospital room and cafeteria
space at the Washington Hospital Center.
Tales of overcrowding, stressed bathroom
facilities, isolation from schools, inattention
of social service agencies were harrowing. A
mother in the midst of this experience de-
scribed the strain of living in a room with
four other families, the difficulty of sleeping
on a floor mattress, the disruption through-

out the night of people departing and returning
from bathroom facilities, the four week wait to
meet with a social worker, etc, along with the
pain of losing her apartment (she had lost her
job, couldn’t find another, ran out of funds) and
her concern for her six-year old son.

Not all presentations were focused on prob-
lems. A representative of Mary’s Center re-
counted the work done for families in their pro-
grams. Home visits, ongoing health care, social
service review and other long term strategies help
to bolster families’ capacity to cope and enable
them to avoid homelessness.

There was consensus among the professionals of
violation of not only such “best practices” but also
of city obligations. Budget cuts have been too
often aimed at the poor leading to a homeless
shelter crisis. The Fair Budget Coalition is leading
a campaign to reserve this trend and is looking
for support from organizations such as ours. The
cause is certainly a pressing one!

Have You Renewed Your Membership?

Remembel, WVDC memberships run from April to April!

you havenot

already

renewed your

and send in your dues soon.

Your support is essential to our continued work in the DC community!
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