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President’s Message
By Billie Day

February will be coming to an end by the time this
reaches you. It was a full month with lots of ac-
tivities and celebrations.

We've been following the Fair Budget briefings in
January and February on hunger, taxation, em-
ployment, youth, housing and health. You may
want to read more about the proposed Equitable
Income Tax act and the rationale for it on the Fis-
cal Policy Institute website at www.dcfpi.org.

February was also a time of days to celebrate
Presidents and leaders such as Harriet Tubman
and Frederick Douglass. It is the month desig-
nated as Black History Month, originated by Carter
G. Woodson to acknowledge and teach about the
achievements of African-Americans. Several
members of LWVDC celebrated this month by at-
tending the annual luncheon of the Association
for the Study of African-American Life and His-
tory.

February 14th marked the birthday of the national
League of Women Voters in 1920. Read about the
launching of LWVUS 90th year activities at the Na-
tional Press Club (page 7). We love that you are a
member with us in our important endeavors. Re-
member, too, that you can keep up with national
League activities at www.lwv.org

We now move into March and the celebration of
Women's History month, which had its origins in
International Women's Day March 8, 1911, a day
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that focused on women's rights and getting the
vote. Over decades, women in the US began to
feel that, as with African-Americans, they also
were invisible in the history books. The first Na-
tional Women's History Week was inaugurated in
1987 with a US Senate resolution co-sponsored by
Senators Orrin Hatch and Barbara Mikulski. This
was later expanded to a month and has a focus to
bring awareness about notable and ordinary
women. The theme this year, Writing Women into
History, fits with the DC League's celebration of
its ninetieth year as we share stories from those
who have helped "write" the history of the District
of Columbia.

You won't want to miss the April 24 celebration
and annual meeting which will honor past presi-
dents of our League. Plan now to at-

tend. Reservation forms will be mailed to all mem-
bers and will also be available at our website start-
ing in the first week of March.

In the meantime, join us March 10 to hear that no-
table woman, Emily Dickinson, come to life. A
lively evening is assured andyou’ll be supporting
the DC League.

Think about how you can be involved in the next
chapter of the District's history by becoming more
involved in LWVDC activities. New ideas you'd like
to discuss? Give us a call at the office or email me
personally. And, when you receive your member-
ship renewal in March, be sure to let us know how
you will help.
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Report on National Program Planning General Meeting

by Kathryn Ray and Ken Nesper

The League of Women Voters proudly remains a
grassroots organization. Every two years, state and
local Leagues and Inter-League Organizations (ILOs),
like the LWV-NCA, participate in the LWVUS Program
Planning process. Leagues across the country gather
to discuss and make recommendations to the Na-
tional Convention Delegates who, this June, will con-
vene in Atlanta.

As part of this grassroots process, DC League mem-
bers gathered on Thursday, January 21, 2010 to of-
fer their program ideas for the National Convention.
The Program Planning process is an important
League tool for identifying issues for study. It gives
members and Leagues the opportunity to balance
pros and cons, assess possible support, and con-
sider the viability of issues before the Program
Planning deadline of March 1, 2010.

League members are charged with considering and

selecting one of four options:

1. Recommend a new topic for study by the entire
League of Women Voters;

2. Recommend a revision to an existing position;
Recommend that no study be undertaken at this
time; or

4. Endorse a study proposed by another state or
local League.

Each League may only recommend one topic for na-

tional consideration.

The LWVUS sponsored an email discussion list dedi-
cated to exploring topics for study. The monitor,
Kathryn Ray, reported that the federal role in educa-
tion, establishment of a US Department of Peace and
civic literacy were topics that received significant
attention. In addition to these two topics, LWVDC
members attending the January 21 meeting pre-
sented additional ideas. Eight topics for considera-
tion were identified and discussed:

1. Role of Federal Government in Public Education.

This topic comes from California and has been heavily
promoted. The California proposal has four compo-
nents, each worthy of study. The LWVDC Education
Committee endorsed this topic.

Redistricting. After the national census is completed
in 2010, state legislative and U.S. House of Represen-
tative district boundaries will be redrawn to reflect
changes in population. This process has become very
partisan in many states. The proposal is to develop
best practices for non-partisan redistricting. Some
attendees thought this a core League issue.

Mental Health. Since the closing of “state hospitals”
in the 1970s, no serious studies have been conducted
by the League on national policy for the treatment of
the mentally ill.

Civic Literacy (also labeled Civil Society or Civil Dis-
course). The alternative titles indicate the breadth of
this topic. At one level, the focus is on increasing the
public’s knowledge about how the political system
works in the United States. What many of us remem-
ber as “Civics” in high school. Educating the public in
this way is part of the core mission of the LWV. The
alternative titles speak to the breakdown in respectful
discourse in our social and political systems.
Privatization of Public Services. This topic addressed
the use of private companies to perform public func-
tions. Examples ranged from companies providing
military force in Irag to the management of prisons.
Establish a Federal Department of Peace. This topic
would seek to strengthen the country’s ability to use
mediation and non-violence for the resolution of
conflict.

Access to Clean Water Supply. Water, more than oil,
may be the most critical natural resource of the fu-
ture. Some water sources are being privatized; others
are being protected by the states that border on them
(e.g., the Great Lakes). The topic would seek to de-
termine national and international policies for using
this vital resource. Some believed that this topic
would position the LWVUS to be a leading authority in
the coming debate.

Report continued on page 5
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LWVDC Provides Testimony to WMATA Board

by E. Pat Hallman and Grace Malakoff

The following testimony was e-mailed to the
WMATA Board of Directors on January 27, 2010
for inclusion in the public comments of the
proposed measure to bridge the estimated $40
million operating budget deficit Metro faces at
the end of Fiscal Year 2010. More than 600
people provided input on the four options.

Option 1 Cut Service by $4 million and trans-
fer $12 million from the capital budget.

Option 2 Use $16 million from the capital
budget.

Option 3 Impose 5 cent surcharge on all fares
and take $11.2 million from the capital budget.

Option 4 Impose a 10 cent surcharge on fares
and take $6.4 million from the capital budget.

According to a comment summary released by
the WMATA Board, 88 people testified in person
and the rest of the testimonies (exact number
unknown) were submitted in writing. 21.2% of
the comments supported Option 4 and

55.7% were, in general, supportive of increasing
fares.

The WMATA Board agreed upon an increase of
fares as an interim measure.

LWVDC TEeSTIMONY RE:HEARING NO. 547
Members of the WMATA Board:

The League of Women Voters of the District of
Columbia supports a public policy that provides

adequate public transportation. The League sup-
ports general availability of service throughout the
city that will encourage rather than discourage use.
Service cuts would have an impact on the commu-
nity. A fare increase would lessen those cuts. Such
an increase of up to 20 cents [s more feasible than
10 cents, because it would lower the $40 million
budget gap and maintain service near the current
level.

The current level of service is already strained.
Published wait times are already below good ser-
vice. The existing service is too fragmented to be
much longer than advertised for passengers to ad-
vise persons picking them up as to the time to be
there. This becomes a security issue for many.
Closing service entrances of Metro should be con-
servative and considerate of those whose long walks
on cold and dark nights discourages public trans-
portation.

Active leadership is needed to insure that public
transit increases and does not suffer and result in
increased highway congestion. WMATA board
members should encourage Regional government
officials to seek source of dedicated funding by
sales and gasoline taxes for the system. Also, use
of the stimulus as another source would be feasible.

Again, the League supports efforts to maintain and
increase availability of public transportation.

Signed,
Billie Day
President, LWVDC
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90th Anniversary Update

by Reggie Yancey

In anticipation of our upcoming celebration at our
Annual Meeting, the following tasks have been
completed:

= Confirmation of Clyde’s Restaurant,
10 AM - 2 PM, for our luncheon

= Letters sent to Past Presidents
= Plans for Souvenir Program Developed

= History of the DC League

= Resolution from City Council in place
= Proclamation

= Bios of Past Presidents

= Letters of acknowledgment and
congratulations prepared

« LWVUS

+« DC Vote

+ United Nations Association
+ ASALAH

* Update of Fact Sheet - Highlights of 1980s
and 1990’s

s Other suggestions are welcome! Please contact
the League office or Reggie Yancey.
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Membership Renewal is Coming Soon!

LWVDC memberships run from
April to April!

That means you will soon be receiving
your renewal form in the mail. Please
continue your support of your local
League by renewing your membership.
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Planning Program Report continued from page 2

8. Incarceration/Prison. This topic would explore over-
crowding in prisons as well as the lack of rehabilita-
tion practices in most prisons.

After discussion of each proposed topic, the participants
were asked to identify their first and second choices of
the issues. In usual League fashion, the discussion was
thoughtful and considerate. The results were very close.
The Role of Federal Government in Public Education, Re-
districting, and Access to Clean Water Supply were deter-
mined to be the topics with the greatest possibility of
achieving consensus. Participants were asked to identify
their first choice from these three. The final tally was:

1. Role of Federal Government in Public Education
2. Redistricting
3. Access to Clean Water Supply

The participants agreed that the LWVDC would recom-
mend the topic of Role of Federal Government in Public
Education for national study, but there was general
agreement that the California proposal was too broad.
Also, many of the participants still thought that the
League needed to address the decline in civic literacy. To
that end, the League will recommend that a study of the
Role of the Federal Government in Public Education with
an Emphasis on Improving Civic Literacy be undertaken
nationally.

Next steps:

& March 1- Deadline for receipt of online response forms

* March 26-28 - LWVUS Board Meeting - LWVUS Program
Planning Committee analyzes response form responses
and drafts proposal for LWVUS board review

* March 26-28 - LWVUS board considers draft and ap-
proves a Proposed Program for the 2010-2012

* May - Proposed program is posted on the website for
review

* June - Convention delegates adopt 2010-2012 LWVUS
program after debate and discussion, as well as any not-
recommended items granted consideration by conven-
tion.

* July 2010-June 2012 - LWVUS board implements
adopted program.
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Update from DC Vote

By Liz De Bagara

As efforts to extend full rights to District of Co-
lumbia residents continue, DC Vote must balance
the task of raising awareness and applying pres-
sure to President Obama's representatives with
the need "not to play into the hands of the presi-
dent's opponents.”

President Obama has long supported the District
of Columbia Voting Rights Act, which would pro-
vide a District of Columbia vote in the House of
Representatives. "We're glad he won. The situation
could be much worse," said DC Vote Executive
Director llir Zherka. "The other guy would have
vetoed anything we tried to do," he said of failed
Republican presidential candidate John McCain.

The House Rights Voting Act passed the Senate
last year, but remains stranded in committee in
the House. The Senate passed a version of the bill
with an amendment, proposed by Sen. John En-
sign, R-NV, which would strip the District of its
gun laws and remove the city council members'
ability to legislate on gun laws in the future.
House leaders do not have the votes to pass an
amendment-free bill. Unless the House votes on
the DCVRA before the end of this Congressional
session, the bill will not move forward. It is likely
that the Ensign Amendment will be attached to
another bill, or introduced as a separate piece of
legislation, since it has a great deal of support
from both Republicans and Democrats.
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In other news:

DC Vote supporters delivered a petition requesting
that the District of Columbia be noted in the State
of the Union address, but President Obama did not
mention either the DC House Rights Voting Act or
the District's fight for suffrage. According to
Zherka, a lack of consensus among DC officials
might have contributed to the White House's si-
lence. The President wouldn't want to go on record
supporting a particular plan unless all the city's
leaders are on board.

The President will likely not agree to place DC's
"Taxation Without Representation” license plates
on the presidential fleet.

District Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton has
proposed two bills that could increase the District
of Columbia's power and ability to act in the inter-
ests of the city's citizens. The District of Columbia
Legislative Autonomy Act would end the 30- to 60
-Legislative Day review period for Congress. The
city council about 30% of its time extending emer-
gency or temporary legislation while waiting for
Congressional approval, yet Congress has only dis-
approved 3 of the more than 2,000 legislative acts
that have been passed by the DC City Council. 7he
District of Columbia Budget Autonomy

Act provides a variety of measures which would
allow the city to enact a budget without as much
Congressional oversight, and change the calendar
year to allow funding appropriations before the
start of the school year.

The Di
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You Save May Be

Last chance to send us your favorite recipe! Deadline for submission is March 31.

Please help LWVDC put together a great fundraiser cookbook

ffone youdl l be proud to give

Send recipes to Goody Braun , 1712 Taylor St. NW, Washington, DC 20011 or to goody.solomon@verizon.net.

If your submission comes from a cookbook, please be sure to give accurate reference.
And let us know if you want your name printed with your recipe.
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National League Starts 90th Anniversary Celebration

By Naomi Glass

The League of Women Voters of the United States
(LWV-US) and the League of Women Voters of DC
(LWV-DC) reach their 90th birthday this year. The
fight for suffrage for women had been long and
hard; it was vital now to develop processes

for studying issues so that these hard-won votes
would be informed votes.

To kick off the celebration, the LWV-US invited
Lee H. Hamilton and Madeleine M. Kunin to con-
stitute a panel which met at the National Press
Club on January 28 and considered" Civic Activ-
ism: Past and Present." Local area leagues were
allotted as many seats as possible.

Lee H. Hamilton is president and director of the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars,
and director of the Center on Congress at Indiana
University. He served 34 years in Congress . He
has served in many capacities on many commit-
tees concerned with security and other issues.

Among the points made by Hamilton was that woman
candidates were generally too retiring, that it was nec-
essary to be aggressive although not acrimonious. He
remarked that he had taken an oath to protect the
Constitution, that the legislator should consider what a
proposal means for the country, not simply whether it
advances his own agenda.

Madeleine M. Kunin was the fourth woman to be
elected governor in the U.S. and the first woman to be
governor of Vermont. She served as Deputy Secretary
of Education and as Ambassador to Switzerland.
Among issues raised were those that come to play
when women run for office; finding the right balance
can be tricky. The importance of mentors was stressed
and much credit was given to the League for pointing
the way.

Meanwhile, the LWV-DC plans its celebration. Watch
for details as plans develop.

LWVDC Fundraiser Event

Enjoy an evening with Emily Dickinson, Amer i cad s

favorite

March 10, 2010

8pm

$12 donation
Ingleside Community
3050 Military Road, NW
Washington, D.C. 20015 -1344

Make your reservation through the LWVDC office:

222-0710 or email Iwvdc@aol.com



ANNUALMEETING

90TH ANNIVERSARWZELEBRATION

Saturday April 24, 2010

A History of Change. A Future of Hope
Honoring All Living LWVDC Past Presidents
10:30 AM i 2:00 PM
Clydebdbs of
707 7th Street, NW

Washington DC

Members and Guests - $35.00  Non-members - $40.00

Look for details with registration form and membership
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