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February 14, 1920 was the organizing date of 

what we have known for the past 90 years as 

the League of Women Voters.  The DC League 

began the following April.  As we continue to 

celebrate our historical roots this month, let‟s 

look at what we can do now to ensure an-

other 90 years of League history. During the 

first quarter of 2010, we‟ll look at how we 

can improve our future by building member-

ship. This will be a key focus of our Unit 

meetings during this quarter.   
 

Another Unit meeting topic continues the 

thread of our  local issue focus on the estab-

lishment of a DC community college.  Please 

read the enclosed statement, brought to us 

by members, as a proposed expansion of the 

LWVDC position.  Bring this to your Unit 

meeting for discussion/action or call your 

Unit leader with comments.  

 

 As you know, LWVDC membership year runs 

President‟s Message 
By Billie Day 

On Tuesday, February 2, 2010, the District of Columbia City Council will approve and pre-

sent a resolution to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the League of Women Voters of the 

District of Columbia.   The legislative session begins at 10:00am in the Council Chambers, Wilson 

Building, 13th & Pennsylvania Avenue NW. Or, watch the event on Channel 13.   
 

League members and friends are invited and encouraged to attend this special occasion. 

from April 1-March 31.  Please plan to renew 

your membership when you receive the form 

in the next issue.   Also, during this period, 

invite your friends to our events and encour-

age them to join.  Dues have remained the 

same for some years; two-thirds of your dues 

go to LWV US for your national member-

ship.  We welcome increased membership, 

contributions, and volunteer energy to launch 

us toward our 100th year!!! 

  

In preparation for the annual meeting in 

April, Elizabeth Martin will chair the budget 

committee assisted by Elizabeth Yancey, June 

Bashkin, and Naomi Glass. 

  

The Nominations Committee is also soliciting 

your suggestions.   Contact Chairperson 

Grace Malakoff or members:  Patricia 

Hallman, Anna Marsh, Kathy Schmidt, or 

Constance Tate.  

DC City Council Celebrates League‟s 90th Anniversary 
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The DC VOTER is a publication of the League of Women Voters of 
the District of Columbia, a nonpartisan political organization that 

encourages informed and active participation of citizens in govern-
ment, works to increase understanding of public policy issues, and 
influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

LWVDC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

 

2009-2010  
 

For questions about membership please call the League 
office at 222-0710 or email lwvdc@aol.com 

  
Membership to the national League is included in local dues.  

 
I want to: ___join or I want ___to renew my membership!  
 
Annual Dues Rate  
$45/Single Member    
$60/Joint Household Members  
 

$20/Student Member ________________________________  
College/University      

 
(Please print)  
 
 

_________________________________________  
Name  
 
 

__________________________________________  
Street Address Apt. No.  
 
 

__________________________________________  
City  
 
 

__________________________________________  
State zip code  
 
 

______________________________  
home phone  
 

______________________________  
work phone  
 
 
 
ððððððððððððïðððð--ðððð  
fax number  
 
 

___________________________________________  
email address  
 

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed 
form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, #600, Wash-
ington, DC 20036-2008  
 
In addition to my dues, I enclose a contribution to: LWVDC 
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount 
of $_____________.  
 
Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are 
NOT tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax 
deductible.  
Please write separate checks to each.  

Billie Day 222-0710 
 drbad1@hotmail.com 

Kathryn Ray 244-0770 

Geraldine Whitley 882-6480  

Jane Varner Malhotra 363-1676 

Ken Nesper kenesperjr@netzero.net  

Chris Matthews 269-3890 
 chrismatt@igc.org 

Chris Matthews 269-3890 

Jean Hall (Membership) lwvdc@aol.com 

Goody Braun (Healthcare) goody.solomon@verizon.net 

Madlyn Calbert (Congressional) 832-7305  
Jean Hall (Co-chair Units) 362-4526 
Patricia Hallman (NCA Liaison, Brown Bag) 829-8852 
Barbara Luchs (VOTER Mailing) 363-0853 

Jack Mathison (Gun Control) 362-4612  

Leona Rumsey 863-7484 

Joan Wilson (Private Elections) 237-6264 

Constance Tate (Education) 882-0387 

Reggie Yancey 726-1929 

Elizabeth Martin 537-3043 

Open lwvdc@aol.com  

Grace Malakoff (Chair) 387-7540   

Joan Wilson (Chair) 237-6264   

Elinor Hart (Chair) 387-2966 
Judy Smith (Naturalization Services) 882-3021  

Jean Hall (Co-chair) 362-4526 
Naomi Glass (Co-chair) 686-0124   
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Judy Smith, LWVDC member, was one of the 

local community leaders honored at the     

annual Human Rights luncheon on Capitol 

Hill, sponsored by the United Nations Asso-

ciation of the National Capital Area.    
 

Celebrating with her at the event, which took 

place on December 10, 2009, were her  

husband Ambassador Dane Smith, Jr., son 

Dane Smith III, LWVDC president Billie Day, 

and LWVDC members: Joan Domike, Natalie 

Howard, Jane Malhotra, Sarah McMeans,  

Constance Tate, and Geraldine Whitley. 
 

Key honorees and speakers were Thoraya 

Obaid of the UN Population Fund and Wade 

Henderson of the Leadership Council on Civil 

Rights. 
 

United Nations   Secretary General Ban Ki-

Moon acknowledged in a written statement 

that “Thoraya Obaid has been a tireless 

champion of women‟s human and reproduc-

tive rights. Throughout her career, she has 

been fearless in breaking down barriers and 

challenging stereotypes. Under her leader-

ship, the United Nations Population Fund has 

played a major role in promoting maternal 

health and women's empowerment.” 
       

The event is organized in partnership with 

The District of Columbia Office of Human 

Rights and the D.C. Commission on Human 

Rights, which seek to eradicate discrimination, to 

increase equal opportunity for all, and to protect 

human rights in Washington, D.C. 
 

Other community award winners included: 

Kathleen McKirchy (Community Services Agency); 

Betty Miller (National Capital Area Union  

Retirees Club); 

Michael Wilson (UFCW ); 

Dr. Orlando Tizon (Torture Abolition and Survi-

vors Support Coalition);  

Irwin Royster and Dorinda Williams (Ophelia Egypt 

Center); 

Pamela Rasmussen (Washington Interfaith Alliance 

for Middle East Peace); and  

Evelyn Falkowski (Citizens for Global Solutions).  

 

The full program is available at: www.unanca.org 

LWVDC Member Honored at UNA-NCA Luncheon 

Transportation Committee Needs Your Help! 

Make a difference in DC transportation issues by participating in this committee. 

Contact Patricia Hallman at 829-8852 or the LWVDC office for details. 

Dane Smith III, Judy Smith, Dane Smith, Jr. 
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The EPA estimates that the United States 

throws away about 100 billion disposable 

plastic bags each year. Out of that 100 bil-

lion, less than 2% get recycled and end up, 

instead, in land fills or waterways.   
 

The District of Columbia government has 

joined many other cities in an effort to reduce 

the environmental impact of plastic bags by 

charging five cents for every disposable bag 

you use for your purchases at the store. In 

D.C., the extra fee is earmarked specifically 

for the Anacostia River clean-up project.  
 

While the tax may help clean up bags (and 

other pollutants) that make their way into the 

river, a better way to help keep the Anacostia 

River clean is to use reusable bags for your 

shopping trips. There are bags made of many 

sturdy materials available in a variety of 

styles and sizes. Not only are reusable bags 

environmentally friendly, they can be used to 

carry home your shopping, take books to the 

library, and even to carry a blanket and snack 

to your favorite park. 
  

Remember, when it is necessary to use a 

plastic bag, for whatever reason, be sure to 

dispose of it in your recycle bin when it is not 

needed anymore.  Under no circumstances 

allow these plastic bags to get into the trash 

dumpsters or land fill areas where they are 

present for decades.  Plastic bags are not en-

vironment friendly and do not decompose 

easily.  When they get into rivers, streams 

and oceans they are fish and wildlife‟s worst 

enemy.  

With Great Thanks 
In memory of James Wilson:   

 Pat Hallman 

 Elizabeth “Reggie” Yancey 

In memory of Robert Malakoff: 

 Pat Hallman 

 Elizabeth “Reggie” Yancey 

In memory of G. Louise Perry 

 Susan Catler 

Our thanks to the following members 

for their generous donations to the 

LWVDC General and Education funds: 

June Bashkin 

Reba Diggs 

Adrienne Fields 

Virginia Gorman 

Audrey Hatry 

Sheila Keeny 

Jane Malhotra 

John Mathison 

Sarah McMeans 

Jeanette Miller 

Elizabeth Pierce 

Kathryn Ray 

Leona Rumsey 

Judith Smith 

Barbara Stout 

Constance Tate 

Carol Waser 

Geraldine Whitley 

 by Geraldine Whitley 

Bag Tax Helps Environment 
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Weôre Still Collecting Recipes! 
 

Please help LWVDC put together a great fundraiser cookbook. Send us your  

favorite recipe!  

 

Send recipes to Goody Braun , 1712 Taylor St. NW, Washington, DC 20011 or to 

goody.solomon@verizon.net.  

 

If your submission comes from a cookbook, please be sure to give accurate reference. 

And let us know if you want your name printed with your recipe.  

The League of Women Voters- National Capi-

tal Area is currently pursuing two studies of 

vital importance to all DC citizens, both of 

which hopefully will be presented next year.  

Both committees have met and organized 

their studies, but both could use your help.   

 

 Water Supply Study 
 

The Water study is chaired by Norma Merritt, 

who can be reached at 301-292-3233 or 

properbostonian@juno.com. 

 

Study of the Adequacy  

and Reliability of Electricity in the 

National Capital Area 
 

The Electricity Committee is chaired by Melpi 

Jeffries, who can be reached at 301-530-

5452 or at melpijeffries@msn.com.   

 The Electricity committee will be meeting on 

Tuesday, Jan 26 at 1:30 pm in the 10th floor 

LWVUS Board room at 1730 M St, N.W., Wash-

ington D.C.  Please join us.  If you need more 

information please contact Norma or Melpi. 

Water and Electricity Studies 
 by Melpi Jeffries 

LWVDC Fundraiser  
 

Enjoy an evening with  

Emily Dickinson ,  
Americaõs favorite poetess! 

 

March 10, 2010  

8pm 

Ingleside Community  

3050 Military Road, NW  

Washington, D.C. 20015 -1344 
 

What a bargain for a mere 

$12 donation!  

 
Make your reservation today by calling 

the LWVDC office 222-0710 or email 
lwvdc@aol.com 



Page 6 DC Voter  Vol 86,  Issue  2  

News broadcast over the New Year‟s weekend 

featured reports that homicide rates in many 

major cities declined over the past decade.  

While this is welcome news, the reports failed 

to emphasize the fact that homicides are still 

far too common, as illustrated by a shooting 

death in Northeast DC over that same New 

Year‟s weekend. 

 

On June 27, 2008, the Supreme Court af-

firmed the Court of Appeals for the D.C. Cir-

cuit in Parker v. District of Columbia. The 

Court of Appeals had struck down provisions 

of the Firearms Control Regulations Act of 

1975 as unconstitutional, determined that 

handguns are "arms" for the purposes of the 

Second Amendment, found that the District 

of Columbia's regulations act was an uncon-

stitutional banning, and struck down the por-

tion of the regulations act that requires all 

firearms including rifles and shotguns be 

kept "unloaded and disassembled or bound 

by a trigger lock." 

  

Gun rights advocates view this ruling as a 

major blow to efforts to regulate the sale of 

handguns. NRA chief lobbyist Chris W. Cox 

asserts, on the NRA website, “Anti-gun poli-

ticians can no longer deny that the Second 

Amendment guarantees a fundamental right. 

All law-abiding Americans have a fundamen-

tal, God-given right to defend themselves in 

their homes.  

Homocide Decline Misleading 

Washington, D.C. must now respect that right …

2010 may be a year unlike any other in American 

history when the Second Amendment could, fi-

nally and truly, be recognized as a right for all 

Americans.” 

 

For the second year in a row the state of South 

Carolina has sponsored a Second Amendment 

Weekend—popularly called "the extrava-gun-za." 

For two days over the Thanksgiving weekend 

shoppers can buy handguns, rifles and shot-

guns—but not ammunition and accessories—

without paying the state's 9 percent sales tax. If 

the sponsors of this gun-tax break have their 

way, the annual tax-free weekend for gun pur-

chases will become permanent. One consequence 

of South Carolina‟s „liberal‟ gun sales policies is 

that it, along with four other states, is the source 

for 85% of illegal handguns recovered in New 

York City. 

 

Gun regulation has become virtually untouchable 

in American politics.  Some allege Democrats are 

afraid to raise the issue lest they lose majority 

control of Congress.  Those who are concerned 

cannot sit back and wait while the gun lobby 

presses their agenda, but should speak up and 

demand real leadership on gun control from the 

President, Congress and local leaders.  

 by Jack Mathison 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Court_of_Appeals_for_the_District_of_Columbia_Circuit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Court_of_Appeals_for_the_District_of_Columbia_Circuit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judicial_review_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firearms_Control_Regulations_Act_of_1975
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firearms_Control_Regulations_Act_of_1975
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rifle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shotgun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trigger_lock
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On Monday, November 23, 2009,  

approximately twelve League members, 

LWVUS Staff and friends met at the National 

League Office for the February Brown Bag 

Discussion about lobbying.  

 

Our speakers were two experienced Lobbyists 

from the D.C. area: 

 

Lloyd Leonard, Legislative Director of the 

LWVUS , has been with League since 1977. He 

has been involved in coalition building, pass-

ing the Motor Voter Act, and saving the Clean 

Air Act; 

 

Dave Wenhold, President of the American 

League of Lobbyists, helped elect Warren 

Rudman to Congress. He worked in grass-

roots organizations before establishing his 

own lobbying firm representing colleges, 

nonprofits and associations. 
 

 by Patricia Hallman 
The Lobbying Process 

Lobbying is “advocating”, for a particular ac-

tion, i.e. compensation for your employer, to a 

political member or body, i.e. the White House or 

Congress.  Lobbying is not grassroots organizing, 

coalition building or media approaches.   One 

must be legally registered as a Lobbyist if twenty 

percent of one‟s time is spent lobbying or if one 

makes two lobbying contacts per quarter. 

The Obama Administration has made explicit 

rules that Administration members may not have 

contact with lobbyists. 

Celebrities can often be good advocates in 

private or public performance. 

Well-funded interests have disproportionate 

influence in DC via lobbyists. 

Because PACS and bundlers are so powerful, it 

will be difficult to change how elections are fi-

nanced. 

Congressional Members are much more parti-

san with issues being labeled as Republican or 

Democratic.  A lot of good legislation is lost in 

this simplistic partisan labeling. 

February Brown Bag Discussion  

 CENSUS 2010:  

Why Community Support for a complete count matters to the District  
 

GUEST PANELISTS:  

Maurice Henderson II  

D.C. COUNTS CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR  

Merritt Drucker  

D.C. COMPLETE COUNTS COMMITTEE 
 

 

MONDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2010  
11:30  A.M. -  1:30 P.M.  

THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OFFICE (LWV -US) 

1730 M Street, N.W. Suite 1000  
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February 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 2 3 

9:45am Board 

Meeting
 1 

4 

March VOTER 

submission dead-

line
 

5 
 

6 

7 
 

8 
11:30am Brown 

Bag Lunch
9 

9 
10:00am Naturali-

zation Ceremony2 

 

10:30am Unit 

Council Meeting3 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
9:45am SW Unit

4  

 

12:45pm NW Day 

Unit
5
 

17 
9:45am Upper 

16th Unit
6  

18 
9:45am CC/

Ingleside Unit
7
 

19 
 

20 
Call for time  
Evening/

Saturday Unit
8 

21 
 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 
 

28 
 

      

Upcoming Events 

 

March 10:  LWVDC Fundraiser! Come 

meet Emily Dickinson  at Ingleside. En-

joy an evening with Americaõs favorite 

poetess for a mere $12 donation. Make 

your reservation today by calling the 

LWVDC office!  
 

 

March 12: Come see The Capitol Steps  

and support the LWV -NCA! 

 

 

April 24: LWVDC Annual Meeting. This  

yearõs meeting will be a Saturday brunch. 

Mark your calendars now and check future  

issues of the Voter for more information.  
 

1
LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600.    

2
Judy Smith, 882-3021.

 
    

3
Naomi Glass, 5533 33rd St. 

NW, 686-0124.    
4
Leona Rumsey, 863-7484.     

5
Barbara Yeomans, 363-8940.     

6
Natalie Howard, 

237-2163.     
7
Ruth Allen, 362-8953.    

8
Call Naomi Glass, 686-0124.   

9
LWV-US offices, 1730 M 

Street, NW, Suite 1000. 


