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President’s Message

By Billie Day

It was exciting to attend the biennial conven-
tion of LWVUS with fellow LWVDC members
Jack Mathison, Kathryn Ray, Geraldine
Whitley and Elinor Hart. During these few
days of intense activity | realized what it
means to be part of this broader movement
and how vital the national League and its lo-
cal and state groups are to our democracy.

At one point | found myself wishing all mem-
bers could have the experience of attending a
national convention. Fortunately, inJune
2012 you will have a great chance to attend
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as the national convention will take place here
in Washington, DC.

Our own local activity has continued through
the summer, with a new members’ event, unit
and committee activities, and monthly natu-
ralization ceremonies. Please plan to attend
the 90th Anniversary Rally on August 26 and
the DC Election Candidates Forum on Septem-
ber 1. Also, our new program year kicks off
with the Fall Luncheon on September 25.

Your continued participation, support, and
membership are greatly valued.

2010 Election Forum for Candidates

All members are urged to attend the Candi-
dates Forum for Mayoral and City Council
Chairperson candidates. Thanks to the Can-
didates Forum Committee, and especially to
Natalie Howard, Chairperson, for their suc-
cessful efforts in organizing this event. Our
program will open with a presentation on the
new election law and regulations.

Candidates Forum
Wednesday September 1, 2010
6:30pm
Washington Ethical Society
7750 16th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20012

Guest Speaker:
Rokey W. Suleman Il
Executive Director,
DC Board of Elections and Ethics
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New Member Tea

by Jennifer Smulson

Members of the D.C. League of Women Vot-
ers gathered on Sunday, June 20" at the
home of League Member, Jeanette Miller, for
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important work in areas like voter educa-
tion. A great deal of spirited dialogue fol-
lowed, which allowed new and prospective
members to find out more about the League

Committees and activities like Candidates Fo-
rums, and New Citizen Swearing-In Ceremo-

an afternoon of conversation, community and

advancement.
nies.

It was a fun and meaningful way to spend a
Sunday afternoon. Great thanks to all those
League Members who contributed and those
worked so very hard to make this event a
success, especially Jane Varner-Malhotra,
Barbara Yeomans, and Jeanette and Charles
Miller.

Jonathan Talbot, Anne Laroche, Amy Garrou, and June Bashkin

This New Member Tea brought together vet-
eran League members and new and prospec-
tive members to learn more about the D.C.
League’s agenda and gain a better under-
standing of the many different ways one can
actively participate in the work of the D.C.
League.

Congratulations to Goody Solomon

The Citizens Advisory Council of IONA Senior Ser-
vices, Washington, DC awarded Goody Solomon
(Washington, DC Chapter corresponding secretary)
a Certificate of Appreciation as an outstanding
senior volunteer for 2010. She was nominated by
LWVDC, for her service as a board member, chair of
the Health Committee and now 3 Vice Presi-
dent. LWVDC said of Goody: “She has almost
single-handedly created a cookbook now being
sold to celebrate the League’s 90t birthday. Her
volunteer service and leadership serve to extend

Billie Day, President, enthusiastically wel-
comed guests and led a short but thoughtful
program that included a short history of the
D.C. League. Kathryn Ray, 1st VP, reported
from the recent LWVUS convention. Men and
women in attendance introduced themselves
with a brief comment on their connection to
the D.C. League. Following the introductions,
League Members fielded questions about
ways to get involved with the D.C. League’s

the life and good health of all.” For more informa-
tion about this cookbook, please see the enclosed
flyer.

Our thanks to Goody for her many contributions to
the community.
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2010 National Convention Summary
by Kathryn Ray

National Programs Adopted at Convention:

A study of the federal role in public education. The study will focus on the role of the federal government in education
policymaking, with possible consideration of funding, common standards and/or governance relationships among all
levels of the government. Scope will be dependent on available resources, including committee and LWVUS staff time.
# A study on privatization: the policy agenda to transfer government functions, services and assets to the private sector.

Convention also adopted the following positions by concurrence:

# An updated Arms Control Position.

# An addition to the LWVUS position on selection of the president to use of the National Popular Vote Compact as one
acceptable way to achieve the goal of the direct popular vote for election of the president until abolition of the Electoral
College is accomplished.

# An addition to the LWVUS Equality of Opportunity position to support legislation equalizing the legal rights, obligations,
and benefits available to same-gender couples to those available to heterosexual couples, including the legal right to
marry under civil law.

Convention also supported the following resolutions:

# To support lifting the travel restrictions for Americans going to Cuba.

& To call upon the Board to use the resources of the League to support and lobby for significant strengthening of appro-
priate regulation, oversight, inspection, and penalties associated with the development of fossil fuel resources. This
strengthening should include elimination from national legislation of the exemptions for drilling and mining, as well as
additional legislation requiring the federal agencies to regulate drilling and mining in a manner consistent with the
preservation of a healthy environment. We also call on the Board to communicate with the President and the Congress
putting them on notice that Leagues across the country are deeply concerned about this issue.

= To call upon the Senate to change its rules to limit the use of the filibuster.

# To add the principle of TRANSPARENCY to the SARA Resolution, as adopted by the LWVUS Convention 0f 2005. Revised
to include the following Principles: Security; Accuracy; Recountability; Accessibility; and Transparency.

# To call upon the LWVUS Board to advocate strongly for bills that legislate for improved Medicare for all.

= To call upon the LWVUS to highlight the need for those responsible for the oil spill to be held accountable. Further, the
LWVUS demands that our government hold those responsible for the environmental disaster accountable for the clean-
up. The LWVUS further urges the legislative and executive branches of the federal government to immediately take all
necessary steps to maximize to the extent practicable the ability and efforts of all relevant federal agencies and depart-
ments to take action, and to work with the U.S. coastal states and communities most directly and immediately affected,
to respond creatively, efficiently and effectively to the environmental, health and economic crisis created by the oil
flowing from the out of control BP oil well in the Gulf of Mexico and by the efforts to contain and disperse it.

Budget
See the 2010-2011 budget adopted at Convention. The proposed Per Member Payment (PMP) rate of $29.60 was in-

creased to $29.70 for 2010-2011 by a motion on the convention floor. The PMP rate of $30.00 for 2011-2012 was
adopted as proposed.

Guidance to the Board
Delegates offered guidance to the board at the close of convention. A summary of that guidance and the board’s re-
sponses will be posted as soon as it is available.
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LWV National Convention Highlights

by Geraldine Whitley

Report on the 49t National Convention, June 11-
15, 2010, Atlanta, Georgia
Reported by: Geraldine Whitley

The League of Women Voters of the United States’
49th National Convention met in Atlanta, Georgia,
at the Marriott Atlanta Marquis on June 11-15,
2010. Convention 2010 was a celebration of 90-
Years of Making Democracy Work: A History of
Change, A Future of Hope. In attendance were
approximately 1261 persons (of this number
more than 600 delegates registered to vote) from
45 states and the District of Columbia.

Ms. Elisabeth MacNamara, of Dekalb County,
Georgia, accepted the nomination to serve as the
LWVUS’s 18th president for a two-year term. She
has been a League member since 1983 holding
many offices and heading many committees in the
League since that time. MacNamara in her accep-
tance speech addressed the assembly and stated
that, “This Convention proves that the League re-
mains a vibrant, grass-roots organization as it
has for the last 90 years.” MacNamara further
stated that, “I am excited and delighted to lead
the League of Women Voters of the United States
into the future.”

Workshops and caucuses provided the back-
ground information needed to understand the is-
sues prior to voting on key motions, concur-
rences, and resolutions. | participated in all of the
environment workshops as well as many other
issues, as time and energy allowed.

Many environmental issues were proposed by
Leagues united from the United States which in-
cluded the following topics: natural resources,
“Do a Little, Change a Lot” a program to guide

citizens in their efforts to reduce an individual’s or a
family’s carbon footprint (amount of carbon a person
generates per year through daily activities such as
driving an automobile, doing laundry, showering and
maintaining a comfortable indoor temperature as well
as to “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” ); Environmental Protec-
tion and Pollution Control (The League supports the
preservation of the physical, chemical and biological
integrity of the ecosystem and maximum protection of
public health and the environment); Curbing Green-
house Gas Emissions, Staying Warm and Living Green
(Improving Your Home’s Performance When Heating
With Natural Gas); Global Climate Change: Impacts in
the Midwest; A Q&A Debate to establish a 10-Year
Moratorium on New Coal-Fired Electricity, A Resolution
in Support of Safe Drilling and Mining for Energy Re-
sources proposed by Tompkin County (which includes
Hydrofracking and Mountain Top Removal Coal Min-
ing); Nuclear Waste; and a Production Action Policy on
Offshore Qil/Gas Exploration. Additional information
on these and other environmental issues is available
on the LWVUS website at http://www.lwv.org.

Among those issues passed by the assembly was the
LWVUS Board’s commitment to do a two-year study on
the federal government’s role in public education. The
study would focus on the role of the federal govern-
ment in education policymaking, with possible consid-
eration of funding, common standards of government
(federal, local and city, and county) relationships
among all levels of the government. League members
feel that there must be ways to ensure an excellent
education for all children in every state. Normally, the
board passes only one two-year study per year, how-
ever, the 2010 Convention voted to include a second
study item: the issue of Privatization was approved by
card vote (over $3,000 was raised at the convention to
support the privatization study).

Continued on page 6
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Convention Highlightscontinued from page 6

Additionally, the 49t convention passed the fol-
lowing motions, resolutions, and/or concurrences
proposed by the National Board: the National Pro-
gram for the 2010-2012 Biennium; to update the
Arms Control position; to retain all other current
LWVUS positions in the areas of Representative
Government, International Relations, Natural Re-
sources, and Social Policy.

The following motions, concurrences and resolu-
tions passed from the states: the concurrence
with LWVMD and LWVME position on Marriage
Equality to be added to the Equality of Opportu-
nity position. The LWV of Arizona received con-
currence to add, “We support the use of the Na-
tional Popular Vote Compact as one acceptable
way to achieve the goals of the direct Popular Vote
for election of the president until the abolition of
the Electoral College is accomplished;” The LWV
of Florida motion to recommend consideration of
the Florida resolution that the LWVUS support lift-
ing the travel restrictions for Americans going to
Cuba; The motion that the LWV call upon the Sen-
ate to change its rules to limit the use of the fili-
buster; The LWV of Monterey Peninsula, Califor-
nia’s motion to move the addition of the principle
of Transparency to the SARA Resolution, as
adopted by the LWV Biennial Convention on May
17, 2009, revised to include Principles, Security,
Accuracy, Recountability, Accessibility, and Trans-
parency; The LWV of Bloomington-Monroe, Indi-
ana, that the Board advocate strongly for bills that
-legislate for improved Medicare for all; Dane
County, Wisconsin’s, motion passed for the
LWVUS to highlight the need for those responsible
for the oil spill to be held accountable and that
the League demands that our government hold
those persons responsible for the environmental
disaster are held accountable for the clean-up.
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The state and local League of Women Voters of the
United States have thought of so many innovative and
constructive ways to help the League of Women Voters
achieve its goals for future study and development.
One of these ideas, the Toolkit for Climate Action:
Help Protect the Planet, was unveiled at the caucus on
Sunday, June 13, 2010. The Toolkit for Climate Action
provides action plans and on line resources that
League and League members can use to:

help people in their community learn what they can
do at the individual and household levels to save
energy and reduce their carbon footprints, work
with their community and their state to set emis-
sions-reduction goals, and develop and implement
plans to achieve them, and build grassroots sup-
port for strong action on climate change at the
state and federal levels, including eventual ratifica-
tion of an effective international climate agree-
ment.

Look for the toolkit on the League of Women Voters of
the United States website at: http://
participate.lwv.org/c/9217/t/6398/p/salsa/web/
common/public/content?content_item_KEY=3766.

Additionally, the improvements in Electronic voting
forms, treasury reports, and the monthly Voter are
available from national for state and local Leagues’
use. Also, for use at the 49th National Convention was
an online motion slip system with detailed use for get-
ting the motion into the system for convention consid-
eration.

The primary concern for all the delegates seemed to
have been those issues concerning the National Popu-
lar vote; Natural Resources; Environmental Protection
and Pollution Control; Global Warming Legislation: Sci-
ence Broad-based Coalition Principles for Effective and
Efficient Climate Legislation; Agriculture Policy (in sus-

Continued on page 9
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2010 Convention: Arms Control Position

submitted by John T. Mathison

The LWVUS Board proposed and the convention dele-
gates unanimously agreed with the following LWVUS
Updated Arms Control Position.

1. The League of Women Voters of the United States
believes that arms control measures are essential to
reduce the risk of war and increase global stabil-
ity.Toward that end, the U.S. government should give
the highest level of importance to arms control efforts
that:

sLimit or reduce the quantity of weapons;
sLimit proliferation and prohibit first use of nuclear

weapons;

#Prohibit first use and possession of chemical, bio-
logical and radiological weapons;

#Prohibit explosive testing of nuclear weapons;

sReduce tensions in order to prevent situations in

which weapons might be used.

2. While these objectives should receive the highest
level of attention, the U. S. government should also
negotiate measures that inhibit the development and
improvement of weapons, particularly nuclear weapons
that increase incentives to attack first in a period of

crisis.

3. The League supports the worldwide elimination of

nuclear weapons.

4. The League of Women Voters recognizes that peace
in an interdependent world is a product of cooperation
among nations and therefore strongly favors multilat-
eral negotiations. Leadership in the United States in
advancing arms control measures through negotiations

and periodic review is encouraged.

5. Given the potential for worldwide proliferation of nuclear
technology, efforts involving all countries are essential to
limit the spread of nuclear weapons and to protect com-
monly held nuclear weapons-free regions such as the seabed
and outer space. Multilateral efforts are appropriate as well
to achieve bans on the possession of chemical, biological
and radiological weapons; and to achieve limitations on the

transfer or trade of all weapons.

6. The League of Women Voters also supports bilateral
arms control efforts which may be especially appropriate in
negotiations to limit, safeguard and reduce quantities of
weapons. The League believes that unilateral initiatives are

not the most appropriate means to achieve arms control.

7. The League does not support tying progress in arms
control to other issues. The League believes that arms con-
trol is too important in and of itself and too crucial to all na-

tions to be linked to other foreign and military policy goals.

8. The League of Women Voters believes that arms control
measures would be evaluated in terms of the following fac-

tors:

9. EQUITY. The terms should be mutually beneficial, and
each nation's security and interests should be adequately
protected, as should the security of all nations. Equity does
not necessarily require equality in numbers of weapons but

may be achieved through a relative balance in capabilities.

10. VERIFIABILITY. Each party should be able to ensure that
other parties comply with the terms of the agreement,
whether using national technical means or on-site inspec—
tion. The League recognizes the role that multilateral and
international institutions can play in assisting verification

efforts and believes it is extremely important to ensure com-
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pliance, acknowledging that absolute certainty is unat-

tainable.

11. Equity and verifiability are critical in efforts to limit
and reduce quantities of weapons and to prohibit the

possession and spread of nuclear weapons.

12. CONFIDENCE-BUILDING. Each party should be as-
sured of the political or military intentions of other par-
ties. Fostering confidence is vital in efforts to stem the
development and proliferation of weapons and prohibit

their use; and to reduce tensions.

13. WIDESPREAD AGREEMENT. All appropriate parties
should participate in and approve t he results of the
negotiating process. However, the League recognizes
that. in specific cases, progress can be achieved even

though some key parties do not participate.

14. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. The quality of the
earth's environment should be protected from the ef-
fects of weapons testing or use. Environmental protec-
tion has special significance in negotiations regarding
all weapons of mass destruction as well as conventional

weapons that have residual effects.

15. CONTINUITY. Negotiations should be on past
agreements and should be directed toward future ne-
gotiations whenever feasible. Innovative thinking and
new approaches should, however, be encouraged when

appropriate.

FURTHER GUIDELINES
16. League support of arms control measures includes

actions on proposals, negotiations and agreements.

DC Voter Vol 86, Issue 7

17. The League supports efforts to achieve quantitative
limits or reductions that focus on nuclear warheads, non-
nuclear weapons of mass destruction, missiles and other
delivery systems. anti ballistic missiles, conventional weap-

ons or troop levels.

18. The League advocates limits on the spread or prolifera-
tion of weapons, nuclear technology, and fissile materials.
The League opposes the proliferation of weapons, nuclear
technology and fissile materials to non-state actors or to
commonly held areas such as the seabed or outer space. The
League supports establishing effective international moni-

toring, accounting and control of such transfers.

19. The League's pursuit of bans on the possession or use
of weapons may apply to existing weapons or those not yet

developed.

20. The League seeks to reduce tensions through better
means of communication, exchange of information or prior
notification of military tests and maneuvers in order to avoid
the risks of miscalculation or accident. Other League-
supported measures to reduce tensions and crreate a climate
of trust among nations include scientific and cultural ex-
changes, conflict resolution training, and strengthening the
United Nations and its supporting agencies. Efforts are en-
couraged to mediate regional issue sand arrive at negotiated
settlements to minimize arms build-ups and avoid conflicts.

The United States should keep lines of communication open.

21. The League supports efforts to inhibit the development
of weapons through qualitative limits, including limits on
testing of weapons. These constraints may be selective or

comprehensive in their application.

Continued on page 9
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2010 Voters Guide

The LWVDC Voters Guide for n

the 2010 elections will be
online mid-August on our website,
www.lwvdc.org.

Thanks to Elinor Hart for heading this effort
and to the following Leaguers who have
worked so hard to make the Guide success-
ful: Jack Mathison, Ken Nesper, Kathryn Ray,
Judy Smith, Melody Webb, Reggie Yancey,
Barbara Yeomans.

Check out the Board of Elections site
www.dcboee.org for information on new vot-
ing regulations, including early voting, begin-
ning August 30.

Convention Highlightscontinued from page 6

tainable agriculture, research and development,
agriculture prices, agriculture and trade, and farm
credit); and Curbing Greenhouse Gas Emissions.

Finally, The Washington, D.C. League of Women
Voters will host the National Convention in 2012.
The delegates from Washington, D.C. presented to
the convention an invitation from the regional
LWV units to come to D.C. and enjoy the Nation’s
Capital‘s historical, political, and social atmos-
phere. The delegates were encouraged, if possi-
ble, to come to D.C. a day early or stay a day later
to experience Washington, D.C.

Thanks for the opportunity to represent the
Washington, D.C. League of Women Voters as
delegate to the 49th convention, June 11-15,
2010, in Atlanta, Georgia. | consider this oppor-
tunity a privilege and an honor.
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Noontime Discussions

By Geraldine Whitley, Envionmental Coordinator

The first of these discussion will be held on
September 1, 2010, at 12:30pm, immediately
after the scheduled board meeting, The Envi-
ronmental Team is planning a series

of noontime discussions focusing on Saving
the Environment--Mother Earth. Friends of
the Earth have agreed to assist with this ef-
fort. Mr. Alex Moore, Dirty Fuels Campaigner
will be the speaker for many of these discus-
sions and or will assist with obtaining speak-
ers for future events. The Environmental
Team visions these discussions to be enlight-
ening and useful. The first discussion is
scheduled to be on Clean and Affordable En-

ergy.

The Environmental team appeals to you to
bring your lunch and stay for these informa-
tive environmental discussions after the
regular League of Women Voters board meet-
ing the first Wednesday of each month to dis-
cuss, learn, and to be informed about ways
that each of us can help maintain a healthy
and viable environment.

Arms Control Positioncontinued from page 8

22. Efforts to improve the arms control regime of interna-
tional laws, oversight bodies and verification modalities are
also supported, and U.S. engagement and leadership in this
regard is encouraged. The League supports diligence by the
United States in meeting the terms of ratified arms control

agreements and in reviewing their effectiveness over time.
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Save these Dates!

August 9 (Monday), 10:30am: Unit Council Meeting®

August 10 (Tuesday), 10:00am: Naturalization Ceremony’ Week of October 24: UN
August 26 (Thursday), all day, 90th Anniversary Rally, Lafayette Park i Day program on Millen-
nium Development Goal
Note: No Unit Meetings this month. #6, Combating HIV/
: AIDS. Co-sponsored by
September 2010 :  the LWVDC Health Com-
: mittee and the UNA-
September 1 (Wednesday), 9:40am: Board Meeting' NCA.

September 1 (Wednesday), 12:30pm: Noontime Discussion'

September 1 (Wednesday), 6:30pm Candidates Forum, Washington Ethical Society
September 6 (Monday), 10:30am: Unit Council Meeting?

September 7 (Tuesday), 10:00am: Naturalization Ceremony’

September 25 (Saturday), 10:30am: An n u a | Fal l Luncheon at C | y (Nevénsber & 0f LW@LRCI Iée ry
. . . ! fundraiser at Ingleside

Note: No Unit Meetings this month. .

Community. Candace

. Riddington as Clara
GET INVOLVED! : Schumann.

The August 26 Committee seeks your assistance before and the day of the rally. Contact the of-
fice. To help with the Sept. 1 Forum, contact Natalie Howard 202.237.2163

'LWVDC Offices, 1100 15th Street, NW, 11th Floor *Naomi Glass, 5533 33rd St. NW, 686-0124.
®Judy Smith, 882-3021.



