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April promises to be a wonderful time of ac-

tivity and celebration.  Early in the month, a 

fundraiser will be held  April 10 (see enclosed 

flyer) which  will be informative and enjoy-

able.   Then on April 13, LWVDC will celebrate 

its 90th birthday at a reception for new citi-

zens at the Naturalization Ceremony. Please 

contact Judy Smith if you would like to donate 

your time or refreshments for this party.   

  

As we commemorate the 90th anniversary of 

the League of Women Voters in DC and in the 

US, we hope all members will join us on two 

very special occasions:   

  

Tuesday, April 20th at 10:00am at the DC 

Council Chambers, 1350 Pennsylvania Ave-

nue NW, for recognition by the Council and 

President’s Message 
By Billie Day 

LWVDC Fundraiser 
Join us for an engaging and interesting evening with  

former US Ambassador, Dane Smith, and Senegalese artist, Rackie Diankha Diallo. 

Place: 7628 17th Street, NW 

Date: Saturday, April 10 

Time: 3-6pm 

Cost: $25 per person 

 

Space is limited! Only the first 35 paid reservations will be accepted. 

See flyer in this VOTER for reservation form or download one from www.lwvdc.org. 

presentation of their 90th anniversary resolu-

tion, and 

 

Saturday, April 24, from 10:30am -2:00pm 

for our Annual Meeting and recognition of 

LWVDC history and past presidents. 

  

As we celebrate ninety years of contributions 

to the civic and political life of the District, we 

look forward to increasing our membership by 

at least ninety!  We can do it if everyone par-

ticipates.   Please invite a friend—a woman or 

man—to become a member during this mem-

bership renewal period, and don't forget to 

send in your own renewal. 

  

I look forward to seeing you soon at one or all 

of these upcoming events. 
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The DC VOTER is a publication of the League of Women Voters of 
the District of Columbia, a nonpartisan political organization that 

encourages informed and active participation of citizens in govern-
ment, works to increase understanding of public policy issues, and 
influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

LWVDC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

 

2010 –2011 
 

For questions about membership please call the League 
office at 222-0710 or email lwvdc@aol.com 

  
Membership to the national League is included in local dues.  

 
I want to: ___join or I want ___to renew my membership!  
 
Annual Dues Rate  
$45/Single Member    
$60/Joint Household Members  
 

$20/Student Member ________________________________  
College/University      

 
(Please print)  
 
 

_________________________________________  
Name  
 
 

__________________________________________  
Street Address Apt. No.  
 
 

__________________________________________  
City  
 
 

__________________________________________  
State                                             zip code  
 
 

______________________________  
home phone  
 

______________________________  
work phone  
 
 
ððððððððððððïðððð--ðððð  
fax number  
 
 

___________________________________________  
email address  
 

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed 
form to LWVDC, 1100 15th Street NW, 11th Floor, 
Washington, DC 20005. 
 
In addition to my dues, I enclose a contribution to: LWVDC 
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount 
of $_____________.  
 
Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are 
NOT tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax 
deductible.  
Please write separate checks to each.  

 

Billie Day 222-0710 
 drbad1@hotmail.com 

Kathryn Ray 244-0770 

Geraldine Whitley 882-6480  

Jane Varner Malhotra 363-1676 

Ken Nesper kenesperjr@netzero.net  

Chris Matthews 269-3890 
 chrismatt@igc.org 

Chris Matthews 269-3890 

Jean Hall (Membership) lwvdc@aol.com 

Goody Braun (Healthcare) goody.solomon@verizon.net 

Madlyn Calbert (Congressional) 832-7305  
Jean Hall (Co-chair Units) 362-4526 
Patricia Hallman (NCA Liaison, Brown Bag) 829-8852 
Barbara Luchs (VOTER Mailing) 363-0853 

Jack Mathison (Gun Control) 362-4612  

Leona Rumsey 863-7484 

Joan Wilson (Private Elections) 237-6264 

Constance Tate (Education) 882-0387 

Reggie Yancey 726-1929 

Elizabeth Martin 537-3043 

Open lwvdc@aol.com  

Grace Malakoff (Chair) 387-7540   

Joan Wilson (Chair) 237-6264   

Elinor Hart (Chair) 387-2966 
Judy Smith (Naturalization Services) 882-3021  

Jean Hall (Co-chair) 362-4526 
Naomi Glass (Co-chair) 686-0124   
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The following testimony on Bill 18-050-Mixed 

Income Housing Act of 2009 was presented to the 

DC Council Committee on Economic Development 

on February 17, 2010 by LWVDC member, Elinor 

Hart. 

 

Good morning. My name is Elinor Hart. I am testi-

fying for the DC League of Women Voters. We 

want to thank you, Councilmember Brown, for 

holding this hearing. We are also grateful to 

Councilmember Graham for introducing the legis-

lation in three Council periods.  Public land can of 

course be a vital affordable housing resource, and 

the League is very enthusiastic about using it to 

increase mixed income housing.  As our 25-year-

old housing position states: 

 

Economically, culturally and racially diverse resi-

dential communities should be encouraged in all 

areas of the city. Public and other subsidized 

housing units should blend into the total commu-

nity through the use of such devices as heteroge-

neous grouping of income levels within neighbor-

hoods and within the same multi-family struc-

tures 

 

We know, Councilmember Brown, because of your 

leadership in preserving the affordable housing 

requirements in the Anacostia Waterfront Corpo-

ration legislation, that you recognize the value of 

using public land as an affordable housing re-

source. And we thank you for preserving those 

requirements. The mixed income housing legisla-

tion provides the opportunity to extend the strong 

commitment to affordable housing found in the 

Anacostia Waterfront Requirements to our entire 

city.  

 

We know from conversations our members have 

had with Councilmember Graham that his legisla-

LWVDC Provides Testimony on Mixed Income Housing Act 

tion is based on using the value of public land to sub-

sidize affordable units. We think this is such an impor-

tant premise that it should be explicitly stated in the 

legislation. We would suggest language along the lines 

of the following. “Up to 100 per cent of the value of 

the public land on which developments that have 

housing are built shall be available to subsidize af-

fordable units.” 

 

When public land is used for housing, the percentage 

of affordable units should be 30 per cent. While this 

falls somewhat short of the one-third recommended 

by the Comprehensive Housing Strategy Task Force, it 

is consistent with the requirements for the Anacostia 

Waterfront Corporation. Moreover, in 2007, Mayor 

Fenty also committed his administration to the 30 per 

cent affordable set-aside for public land in a presenta-

tion he gave to the Washington Interfaith Network. 

 

We recommend the following income targets for the 

Mixed Income Housing Act of 2009: 

 

For rental projects:  

15% @ 30% of the Area Median Income (AMI) and  

15% @ 60% AMI. 

 

For ownership projects:  

15% @ 60% AMI and  

15% @ 80% AMI. 

 

It is very important for the mixed income housing 

units to remain affordable for the life of the housing 

development. If these units do not remain affordable, 

this legislation will be creating housing that is only 

temporarily mixed income. As you know, the inclu-

sionary zoning policy developed by the zoning com-

mission for affordable set-asides on private land re-

Continued on page 5 
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Handguns have a history of being abused more 

than they serve as a support for the American 

public. The Washington Post lead editorial on 

March 1 addressed the challenge to Virginia’s 

State Assembly and Governor on how to respond 

to the growing demand to change legislation that 

presently allows the purchase of one gun per 

month. That is already one gun too many, since 

handguns purchased in the state of Virginia fre-

quently make their way into the District with 

handgun abuse the result. 

 

We cannot be content to see the handgun death 

toll across the country declining when here, in our 

nation's capital, we are still setting a poor exam-

ple: 

 

A fifteen-year-old Northwest, DC youth was 

recently killed by a handgun; 

A Washington Wizards basketball star has 

One Gun a Month is One Too Many 
 by Jack Mathison 

been sidelined without pay for the balance of the sea-

son for bringing a hand gun to his locker; 

District middle and senior high school students are 

still experiencing many handgun abuses.  

Union Station in DC is now infamous for not only al-

lowing handguns to be concealed in train passengers’ 

luggage but also, thereby, for allowing these handguns 

to travel to the nation's treasured National Parks. 

 

The Brady Campaign to End Gun Violence merits re-

newed attention as the third anniversary of the tragedy 

of the Virginia Tech Massacre of April 16, 2007 ap-

proaches. As an individual, you may wish to consider 

voicing support for The Gun Show Background Check 

Act (Senate Bill S.843 and H.R. 2324), which will make 

DC safer by requiring criminal background checks on 

firearms sales at gun shows throughout the country. 

 

(Note:   On March 2, the Supreme Court heard arguments in McDon-

ald v. Chicago , the sequel to the 2008 decision in District of Colum-

bia v. Heller , which placed limits on federal regulation of guns.   The 

current case considers whether the Second Amendment also applies 

to state and local laws.)   

Henry J. Aaron, Ph.D., Senior Fellow at the Brook-

ings Institution, was a panelist at our November 

2009 General Meeting on 

health care reform.  We con-

tinue to watch developments in 

this contentious arena and 

urge you to do the same. What 

happens in Congress will affect 

many generations of Ameri-

cans. 

 

In his recent article, Forging 

Ahead—Embracing the 

“Reconciliation Option for Re-

Health Care Reform:  Recommended Reading 

form,” Dr. Aaron charts the course of reform through 

2009 and outlines strategies he feels may bring about 

successful health care reform in the 

US. 

 

The full text of the article may be 

found at the New England Journal of 

Medicine’s website: www.nejm.org. 

 

Other related information may be 

found at the Brookings Institution 

website, www.brookings.edu/topics/

health-care.aspx. 

 

ñThe course of health care 

reform in 2009 resembled 

the silent movie series 

óThe Perils of Pauline,ô in 

which each episode began 

with a threat to the hero-

ineôs life but ended with 

her salvation.ò 
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By Liz De Bagara 

DC Vote is continuing its primary mission of securing 

full voting representation but it is also supporting 

Delegate Norton's bills on budget and legislative 

autonomy for DC.  There has been no action on these 

since late November.  House testimony was cited in an 

earlier issue of The Voter and are also available on DC 

Vote's website. 

April 2nd is the deadline for sending your recipes 

- or your intention to send recipes - to Goody 

Braun.  Remember she is preparing a cook book 

to be used as a 90th Anniversary fund raiser for 

LWVDC.  The book will be edited by Goody, whose 

byline, Goody Solomon, has appeared on food and 

nutrition articles in the local and national press 

for many years.  "Old Ways Made New" and 

"Modernizing the Old Fashioned" are working ti-

tles for the volume, which will contain members' 

and friends' favorite family recipes (often made 

with heavy doses of fat, sugar and salt) converted 

into modern, healthier, still delicious versions. All 

categories - appetizers, snacks, soups, salads, 

entrees, vegetables, desserts, etc. - will be in-

cluded.  

Update from DC Vote 

Calling All Cooks: Send Us Your Best Recipes 

 Please send your recipes to Goody.  She will update 

them and return revisions to you for review.  If you al-

ready have updated and original versions, please send 

both to her.  Brand new 21st century recipes are also 

welcome. Ask your friends for contributions, too.   

 Please note: these should be individual recipes.  If a 

favorite comes from a cookbook, be sure to give an 

accurate reference.  Also please indicate whether you 

want your name on the recipe. 

Email is preferred:  goody.solomon@verizon.net.   

Or send by regular mail to Goody Braun, 1712 Taylor 

St. NW, Washington, DC 20011.  

Testimony continued from page 3 

quires the affordable units to remain affordable 

for 99 years. Since the city is requiring this on 

private land, it should require no less for the af-

fordable units built on public land. While main-

taining the affordability of the for-sale affordable 

units, it is important to make sure that those who 

purchase them are able to sell them when they 

need to and that they can recoup the funds they 

have put into these units. 

 

Finally, effective administration of this program is 

critical. We suggest an administrative structure 

similar to that developed for inclusionary zoning 

and that the administration of the mixed income 

housing and inclusionary zoning programs be co-

ordinated.   

 

We thank you for having this hearing and look 

forward to the markup. 

April is Membership Renewal Month 

 

LWVDC memberships run from  

April to April! 

Please continue your support of your local 

League by renewing your membership today! 

Use the enclosed membership form for your-

self and download one from our website to 

give to a friend! 



CALENDAR 

            DATED MATERIAL 

Non Profit Org. 
 

US  POSTAGE 
PAID 

WASH. DC Permit 
# 8260 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Contact us at:    

1100 15th Street, NW, 11th Floor 

Washington, DC 20005 

(tel) 202 222-0710 (website) www.lwvdc.org  

(fax) 202 783-0444 (email) lwvdc@aol.com 

April 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

   
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
9:45am Board 

Meeting
 1 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
3:00pm 

LWVDC Fund-

raiser Event
2
 

11 
 

12 
10:30am Unit 

Council Meet-

ing2.5 

13 
10:00am Naturali-

zation Ceremony3 

 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 20 
10:00am DC 

Council honors 

LWVDC
4
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 24 
10:30am  

LWVDC Annual 

Meeting
5
 

25 
 

26 27 28 29 30 Coming on May 

1: Board Orien-

tation 

     ANNUAL MEETING  
            90TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

 Saturday April 24, 2010 

 

 

 A History of Change. A Future of Hope  

 Honoring All Living LWVDC Past Presidents 

 

  

10:30 AM ï 2:00 PM 

  

Clydeôs of Gallery Place 

 

707  7th Street, NW 

 

Washington DC 

 

  

Members and Guests - $35.00      Non-members - $40.00 

The meeting will commence promptly at 10:30, 

and will be followed by lunch and the 90th anni-

versary program. Registration now open. 

1
LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600.   

2
7628 17th St. NW, by reservation only.  

2.5
Naomi 

Glass, 5533 33rd St. NW, 686-0124.   
3
Judy Smith, 882-3021.    

4
DC Council Chambers, 1350 Penn-

sylvania Avenue NW.    
5
Clydeôs at Gallery Place, see insert for reservation info. 

&  

Although the Voters Service committee regularly passes out voter information to newly naturalized citizens, Tuesday, April 13 will 

be when LWVDC will take the lead in supporting the ceremony and provide refreshments after the ceremony. Weôll also be celebrat-

ing the Leagueôs 90th birthday. Judy Smith is seeking food donations and people to assist in serving. Please email or phone her if 

you can help. 


