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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 

Forsythia is in bloom - and there are other hints of the 
coming change of seasons.  

On our agenda for the closing months of the winter season 
are two informative meetings - one in March on just what school 
nurses do, under whose aegis, with what results  
and what  this means for school reform. The second is our annual 
dinner. Our guest, the popular Ed Lazere of the D.C. Fiscal Institute, 
is going to venture his opinion (and research) on whether we are 
putting "our bucks where our mouths are." The latter occasion will be 
held on April 22 at the Pier Seven Restaurant of the Channel Inn 
where we have learned to easily find the free parking, coat and rest 
rooms and are assured an appetizing meal and, most importantly, a 
thought provoking speaker. 
    Further spring news, co-President Liz Martin continues to recover 
her mobility and will soon be back with renewed energy to plot our 
"Council Interviews Project."                    

Joan Wilson & Liz Martin 

 

February Meeting on Election Reform 
Eleanor Hart, Voters Service Chair, organized a lively 

meeting on electoral reform with two excellent speakers: Doug 
Chapin, Director of Electionline.org (part of the Pew 
CharitableTrusts) and Jeanette Senecal, Director of Elections and e-
democracy for the League of Women Voters of the United States.  
The many members who braved the still icy sidewalks filled the room 
and were rewarded for their stalwart commitment. 

Mr. Chapin began by describing new trends across the 
country which will affect how elections are conducted.  “We are 
halfway through the primaries and election reform continues to 
surprise us.” This election is generating great interest causing a 
rising number of voters coming to the polls (to wit, the shortage of 
ballots at several precincts in Washington on primary election day). 
 The biggest trend in election reform, according to Mr. 
Chapin, is the nationwide retreat from paperless voting.  After 
struggling with machine ballot processes, states such as Florida, 
Colorado and California are again looking to paper ballots as an 
effective and auditable method of voting.  In fact, the issue of 
auditable voting is so important that the Pew Trust has given $10 
million to assist five pilot states in creating data collection systems. 
 With all the problems, machine vendors are no longer able 
to pressure election officials. The latter are now compelling the 
machine vendors to make significant corrective changes.  Congress, 
too, is contemplating further funding for purchase of improved 
machines.  Both Mr. Chapin and Ms. Senecal voiced their fervent 
hope that decision makers learn from recent machine voting 

experiences and pay close attention to machine and process design 
when considering new systems. 
  Another trend is the move by many jurisdictions to require 
photo identification or valid identification for voting. “What constitutes 
valid ID?” asked Ms. Senecal.  She pointed out that disabled, elderly 
and low-income people are the most disenfranchised by “valid and 
current” photo identification requirements. 

Finally, Ms. Senecal discussed how many states are 
making it very difficult for third-party registration groups (such as the 
LWV) to register voters.  Although there are some valid reasons for 
states to impose restrictions (chain-of-custody problems, for 
example), the League opposes such restrictions as registration 
drives tend to positively impact underprivileged communities. An 
important fact Ms. Senecal shared is that 90% of registered voters 
will actually vote.  Therefore, registration is the key to turning out 
votes.  For more information on the League’s position on third-party 
registration and other League stances on voter protection issues, 
please visit www.lwv.org/pavp. 
 In closing, both speakers explained that it is an 
oversimplification to try and reduce voting issues to machine vs. 
paper.  Each methodology has strengths and weaknesses, neither is 
free of flaws.  Each voting locale has a distinctive voting culture 
which might make some systems more suitable for that locale.  For 
instance, highly successful voting centers, where anyone from 
anywhere may vote, require machines to provide appropriate ballots 
for each voter on demand.  Paper systems are not feasible for voting 
centers. 

For more information regarding election reform issues, 
please visit Mr. Chapin’s organization at www.electionline.org and 
the League’s website, www.lwv.org/pavp. 

 
 

Bulletin:  DC Vote Advocate  
 Kathy Schmidt reported at the February Board meeting that 
both Senators Clinton and Obama have been quoted in the media as 
supporting full voting rights for the District. 
    The three recalcitrant state senators (Montana, Oregon, and New 
Hampshire) are being strenuously lobbied to switch their support for 
cloture of the DC Congressional voting rights bill.  This bill will be 
reintroduced to the new Congress 
    In the meantime, Emancipation Day, Wednesday April l6 will be 
DC's chance to demonstrate support for the franchise.  The Voting 
Rights March will form in front of the Wilson Building at 2:30 PM.  
After walking down Pennsylvania Avenue the plan is to circle the 
Capitol.  Save the day.  More information later. 
 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE ALL MEMBER MEETING ON SCHOOL NURSES 
Speaker: Barbara Scott, President, National School Nursesõ Association 

MARCH 12, 2008   10:30am 
1717 Massachusetts Ave, NW 6th Floor, Suite 600 

.

http://www.electionline.org/
http://www.lwv.org/pavp
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Ceremony Needs Helpers 

In April it will be the responsibility and pleasure of the 
LWVDC to host a small reception after the naturalization ceremony.  
Judy Smith, our Voters Service co-chair and steadfast greeter at the 
monthly naturalization ceremonies, would be very grateful for any 
offers of help - with delivery and serving, baking cookies or cakes, 
shopping -whatever you might wish to offer.  Please coordinate by 
contacting her on 882-3021. 
 
 
 

New Office Manager 
 While no one can fill Sheila's shoes in the same way Sheila 
made them spin about, we are thrilled to report we do have an office 
manager, a charming young woman who is highly overqualified but 
enthusiastic about the League.  Her name is Shenaz (nickname 
"Shaz") Malik. She has had more  than 15 years experience with a 
wide range of non-profits assisting with their strategic and operational 
communication needs (including The Benton Foundation, NAM, 
Project PLASE, NCAC, Children's Defense Fund, American Institute 
for Public Service, National Gallery of Art, Corcoran Gallery, and the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation.) 
 She began her career with the National Gallery of Art as an 
Education Media Specialist. Later she operated her own business as 
an independent media producer and events coordinator.  And so 
much more--- the Newseum, the Freedom Forum, an MA from 
Georgetown University, corporate groups, and now LWVDC on a part 
time basis. Please introduce yourself when you come into the  
office - she has lots of names to match with faces - and take a peek 
at what she does with the computer! 
 
 
 

Interested in Foreign Affairs? 
 This year during the months of March through June the 
LWVDC will again, under the aegis of the Foreign Affairs Council, 
sponsor a Great Decisions course. Meetings will be held twice 
monthly at the Ingleside Retirement Community, 3050 Military Road, 
NW.  The opening meeting is scheduled for March 5 at 3pm in 
Ingleside’s theater.  Discussion topic will be “Integration of Europe.”  
The second meeting, scheduled for March 26th, will be on “Russia 
and Putinism.”  (Books plus share of DVD cost will be $15.) There 
are a good number of enrollees to guarantee an exciting discussion, 
but room can be made for a few more. If you would like to join or 
want further info, call facilitator Katherine Hart at 202-966-1322.  

Thank You, Thank You! 
 Generous contributions have been received in memory of 
Sheila Willet from Sheila Keeny (who also wishes to acknowledge 
the death of Sam Edlow), Elinor Hart, Joan Domike, Billie Day, 
Jeanette Miller, Carol Waser and Joan Wilson. 
 

Elaine Melmed made a most gratefully received gift of a 
fine printer for the League office. 
 
 

 

New Members 
Welcome to new LWVDC members Jane Jorgensen, Jane 

Malhotra*, Teresa Grana, Phyllis McClure, and Sarah McMeans. 
 

(*Recommended by the Nominating Committee for the next Board in 
recognition of her work with DC Vote and Young Suffragists.) 
 

 

 

For questions about membership call the League office at 222-0710 
or Betty Pierce, membership chair, at 544-5547. 

LWVDC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
I want to ( One)  join or I want  renew my membership!  
Annual Dues Rate  ( One box below)                         
$45/Single Member                        
$60/Joint Household Members                        

$20/Student Member ________________  
(Please print)                                  College/University  
  

___________________________________ 
Name 

___________________________________ 
Street Address                                                       Apt. No.  

___________________________________ 
City                                     State                          zip code 

_____________/___________/__________ 
home phone                     work phone                 fax number 

___________________________________ 
email address 
Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed form to 
LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave., #600, Washington, DC 20036-2008 
In addition to my dues, I enclose a contribution to:  LWVDC  LWVDC Ed Fund   
Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT tax deductible. 
Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax deductible. 
 Please write separate checks to each. 

 
 

 

National League Updates Popular Publication 
    "Choosing the President" for 2008 has been updated and is available to all by ordering on line at http://www.lwv.org. 
This publication will be available for use in the Newspapers in Education program in classroom settings.  
 
And don't forget the League's Vote411.org Website for all kinds of information about  
polling place locations, candidatesô statements, etc. 

 



 

 

The Events 
 
Emancipation Day  March     Great Decisions 
Date:  April, 14      Date:  March 5, 2008 
Time:  2:00pm      Time:  3:00pm 
Location:  Wilson Building    Location:  Ingleside Retirement Community 
 

CA L E N D A R 

March 2008 
     

 
1 

2 3 4 
 

5 
10:00am 
LWV NCA Board Mtg1 

3:00pm 
Great Decisions2 

 

6 7 8 

9 10 
10:00 am 
Unit Council at 
the home of 
Naomi Glass 

11 
 
 

12 
10:30 am 
General Meeting on 
School Nurses

1 
 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 
Unit Meeting 
Southwest Day 

19 
Unit Meeting 
Upper 16th Street 

20 
Unit Meeting- Ingleside 
 

21 
Deadline for March 
DC Voter Articles 

22 

23/29 24/30 25 
 

26 27 28 
March DC Voter Mailing 

1
1717 Mass. Ave. NW, 6

th
 Floor FOE Conf. Rm.

  2
Meets at Ingleside Retirement Community Theater, 3130 Military Road NW.  
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Voting Flaws in the U.S. 
Another Perspective 

At a recent lecture, Dr. Jeremy Mayor, professor 
of political policy at George Mason University, described 
eight shortcomings in our electoral system and possible 
shortcomings.  Amy St. Clair of the Arlington League 
took notes and here is her summary: 

 
1) Lack of national registration leads to difficulties in 
voting if a person relocates and must reregister to vote. 
 
2) Absence of uniform registration laws allows different 
standards and ease of registration in different states. 
 
3) Not having Election Day as a national holiday is a 
hardship for many and promotes economic 
discrimination. 
 
4) Elections are an unfunded mandate causing 
discrimination between richer and poorer communities. 
 
5) Partisan administration of the voting process can 
create the reality or the appearance of corruption. 
 
6) The lack of uniform recount procedures results in a 
mix of recount procedures in different counties and 
states causing recounts to be inefficient and slow. 
 
7) Congressional districting on a partisan basis is 
designed to protect the incumbent. 
 
8) The campaign finance law has backfired, creating a 
system that is largely financed by the wealthy, making 
fund-raising a major effort of all politicians and causing 
high incumbent reelection. 
    

Dr. Mayor further commented that many of these 
flaws stem from our system of federalism (each state 
formulating its own rules) and the inertia of voters.  
Ahem, Leaguers - another call to battle. 
 
 

NCA Fundraiser Tour 
Come join fellow league members and friends for a NCA fundraiser 
tour: 
Eleanor Rooseveltôs Washington Sites 
  
Tour Guide: Beth Cogswell, LWV of Arlington member 
  
When:  Saturday,  April 12, 2008 
  
Time:  10:00am - 4:00pm 
  
 Meet:  DAR Hall - 17th Street, NW 
  
Price:  $50.00 includes box lunch with water and bus (some walking) 
 
Reservation deadline:  Friday, April 4, 2008 
 Check payable to:  LWVNCA 

The Challenge of Being a School 
Nurse 

Todayôs school nurses face challenges far 
beyond playground scrapes and bumps.  School nurses 
are involved with issues including these: 

 
Hearing and Vision Loss 
Mental Health Issues 
Infectious Diseases 
Indoor Air Quality 
Immunization 
Adolescent Parents 
Allergy/Anaphylactic Management 
Alternative Medicine Use in School 
Animals in the Classroom 
Asthma Rescue Inhalers 
Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness 
Threatening Medical Emergencies 
Child Abuse and Neglect 
Nutrition 
Controlled Substances in School Settings 
Health Education 
Diabetes 
Drug Testing 
 
Come to the March meeting and learn from our 

speaker, Ms. Scott, how nurses are coping. 
 
 

College Campus Violence 
In the wake of the most recent college campus 

tragedies, Board member John Mathison would like to 
reiterate LWVDCôs commitment to reducing gun crimes 
throughout the community, particularly at our several 
universities. 

Our positions include: 
1. Supporting the strengthening of gun control 

law in the District of Columbia. 
 

2. Educate the public regarding the law 
through publicity campaigns. 

 
3. Specify conditions for the storage of firearms 

in controlled and secure areas; 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Mark Your Calendars Now! 
 

LWVDC will hold its annual meeting 

on 

April 22 

at 

Pier Seven Restaurant of The Channel 

Inn. 

Seating at 6pm. 

 


