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Presidents’ Message

By Liz Martin and Joan Wilson

Our League is challenged by the important and
complex proposals emanating from the White
House and working their way through Congress.
Change is in the air and we will need to scramble
to be informed.

Our March meeting on the environment presented
us with a wealth of new information about climate
change and our May 2nd trip on the Anacostia will
provide further incentive to become knowledge-
able about environmental issues. But that does not
exclude the need for our continuing attention to
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education and city affairs. We will know more
about community college prospects after our
April 25th Annual Meeting and Breakfast. And that
occasion is when we will welcome new leadership
to prepare us for the challenges ahead.

Check the enclosed flyers for registration informa-
tion for both the Annual Meeting and the boat trip.

Don’t forget, April is membership renewal month!
Please use the renewal form on page 5.

National Popular Vote Compact: Consensus Meeting Results

Reported by Jane Varner Malhotra

At the February 26 meeting on the National Popu-
lar Vote (NPV) study consensus, we welcomed
presentations from Ryan O’Donnell, Executive Di-
rector of Maryland Common Cause (pro NPV), and
Georgetown Government Professor Stephen Wayne
(con NPV). The meeting was informative and the
dialog interesting.

In general, there was dissatisfaction with the word-
ing of some of the questions themselves. Overall
there was not consensus among the 40 members
present on whether this compact should be advo-
cated for on a national basis. It was agreed, how-
ever, that the compact has generated much-
needed discussion on the issue of presidential
electoral reform. Stay tuned for national results of
this “fast-track” study. Below are the consensus
questions. For each question, LWVDC official re-
sponses are highlighted in bold.

National Popular Vote Compact
Consensus Questions

Amending the Constitution

1. Which statement best reflects the consensus of the
group? Select one.

a. Action to alter a basic element of the Constitu-
tional framework, which is achievable by amend-
ment to the Constitution, should be accom-
plished by amendment to the Constitution.

b. Action by states through a compact process is an
acceptable way to alter the method for electing
the President and Vice-President.

c. The group could not reach consensus.

2. Which statement best reflects the consensus of
the group? Select one.

a. Because a compact has never before been used
to address a fundamental constitutional issue
such as voting, the chance that it might set a
precedent for the future leads to the conclusion

Continued on page 3
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Background Information on Gun Control in D.C.

By John T. Mathison

The Brady Center to Prevent Gun violence issued a
report in September 2008 entitled "Capital Under
Fire". The report discusses severe dangers posed
by gun lobby backed bill, H.R. 6691 that would
have eliminated most of the gun laws in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, putting residents, government
officials, foreign dignitaries, and tourists at grave
risk of harm.

The gun lobby proposal initially would have al-
lowed AK-47's, 50 caliber sniper rifles, and other
military-style weapons on the streets of DC. After
the Brady Center exposed this danger, the NRA's
allies in Congress were forced to remove some of

those dangers from the bill.

Proponents of the bill claimed that it was needed to
"restore Second Amendment rights in the District"
even though the Supreme Court's decision in Dis-
trict of Columbia vs. Heller made clear that under
the Second Amendment, a wide range of gun laws
are "presumptively lawful".

The full report is available at http://
www.bradycenter.org/reports/ and will provide you
with candid information about the implications of
eliminating gun laws in DC.

LWVDC Hand Gun Survey

By John T. Mathison

All members of the LWVDC are asked to keep a re-
cord of gun deaths in DC from March 1 to June 1 in
order to sensitize the larger communities’ awareness
of the continuation of gun fatalities within the Dis-
trict, This means observing the daily Washington
Post as well as the area weekly newspapers such as
the Southwest edited by Dale Maclver. A record can
be kept by either clipping the news article from the
papers or maintaining a hand written record as the
events occur. The City Council is attempting to re-
spond wisely to the last Supreme Court ruling, but
there is need for the League to monitor the gun
deaths within the District.

For more information, please contact Jack Mathison
at 362-47612 or jmathison1earthlink.net.

Editor’s note:

As this issue of The Voter goes to press, | urge you—if
you haven’t already—to review the article “Fenty Says
Bite the Bullet on Vote Bill” in the March 20, 2009 Wash-
ington Post. The article, which discusses the linking of
gun control to DC voting rights, is available online at
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/
article/2009/03/19/AR2009031903958.html.

Additional information about gun control and voting
rights in the District may be found at the website for
DC Vote, www.dcvote.org.

Example of Gun Control Rules
in a DC Community

By John T. Mathison

River Park, a large Coop in southeast DC, has issued the
following rules for the Member's Manual.

In response to the Supreme Court Decision "Rules Govern-
ing Possession of Firearms" residents may possess, con-
trol, and use firearms, other gun-type weapon, or ammu-
nition on River Park property (including within the interior
of a Member's individual high-rise or townhouse unit) only
in complete compliance with all relevant D.C. and federal
laws and regulations, including all requirements for the
safe and secure storage of firearms. The term "firearm"
includes any handgun, pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, or
any other device designed or made to expel a projectile
by the action of an explosive. The term "gun-type
weapon" includes any air gun, air rifle, air pistol, BB gun,
spring gun, blow gun, bowgun, crossbow or similar type
gun.

For the purposes of applying those provisions of D.C. law
restricting the possession, control, or use of a firearm or
gun type weapon outside a person's "home" to River Park,
the term "home" shall be limited to the interior of that
resident's individual high-rise or townhouse unit, and
shall not include any common spaces at River Park or any
other areas outside a resident's individual high-rise or
townhouse unit.

Residents must provide a copy of a valid registration cer-
tificate for any firearm possessed on River Park property
within 24 hours of the introduction of the firearm to River
Park.
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NPV, Continued from page 1

that it is better that the League continue to work
for an amendment to the Constitution to estab-
lish the direct popular election of the President
and the abolition of the Electoral College.

b. Despite the novelty of the use of the compact
approach to address a fundamental constitu-
tional issue such as voting, the League should
support the NPV Compact as a way of achieving
an important goal.

c. The group could not reach consensus

Congressional Consent

3. Which statement best reflects the consensus of
the group? Select one.

a. The possibility that the NPV Compact will
require congressional consent is not of suffi-
cient concern to block the implementation of
the plan.

b. The possibility that the NPV Compact will
require congressional consent is sufficient to
conclude that the plan should not be imple-
mented without obtaining such consent.

c. The group could not reach consensus.

Enforcement

4. Which statement best reflects the consensus of
the group? Select one.

a. The NPV Compact contains sufficient en-
forcement provisions to assure smooth op-
eration of the plan.

b. Although it is not possible to determine
whether the enforcement provisions will be
sufficient to assure smooth operation of the
plan, the plan should be passed anyway

c. Enforcement of the plan is likely to add un-
certainty and bring the courts into the presi-
dential election in ways that raise substantial
concerns.

d. The lack of adequate enforcement provisions
is sufficient to conclude that the NPV is not a
viable plan.

e. The group could not reach consensus.
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Uniformity

5. Which statement best reflects the consensus of the
group? Select one.

a. The uniformity of voting systems is more im-
portant to American democracy than the possi-
bility that the NPV Compact can be adopted.

b. The NPV Compact is more important than uni-
formity of voting systems because it would
succeed in achieving the popular election of
the President.

c. The group could not reach consensus.

Popular Election of the President

6. Which statement best reflects the consensus of the
group? Select one.

a. Itis more important to achieve the goal of na-
tional popular election of the President than it
is to achieve the goal of abolition of the elec-
toral college.

b. Itis more important to amend the Constitution
to abolish the Electoral College than it is to
achieve the goal of popular election of the
President by alternative methods, such as the
NPV Compact.

c. The group could not reach consensus.

Achievability

7. Which statements reflect the views of the group?

a. The NPV Compact will have problems being
passed because of the need for congressional
consideration and the need for action by so
many states.

*Agree Disagree No Consensus

b. A constitutional amendment to establish the
direct popular election of the President and the
abolition of the Electoral College will continue
to have problems being passed.

*Agree Disagree No Consensus
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Energy and Climate Legislation: Where We Stand

By Liz Martin

Benjamin Schreiber, Climate and Energy Tax Ana-
lyst, Friends of the Earth, led a seminar for League
members on current initiatives of the Obama ad-
ministration toward stemming global climate
change- the LWVUS study for the coming year .
He noted that the environment community was
pleased with President Obama’s first steps to-
ward moving the country toward clean energy. In
the current budget there is 78 billion for develop-
ment of wind, solar and geothermal power and
another 26 plus billion for more efficient, faster
and cheaper energy aimed at bringing immediate
returns. Another 16 billion is designated for the
greening of federal buildings and 6 billion to the
Department of Housing and Urban Development
to develop energy efficiency in low income hous-

ing..

There was disappointment in the transportation
area with 80 per cent of the allocation going to

road construction and only 20 percent to public
transportation. However, there is an opportunity to
change that ratio in October when the highway
transportation bill comes before Congress.

Another positive signal in the budget was the 15
per cent emission reduction target and the 30 bil-
lion cut in oil and gas subsidies.

Mr. Schreiber also addressed the current bills in
Congress. The House Bill led by Congressman Wax-
man (D-CA) combines energy and climate change
and is due out of committee on March 30. The Sen-
ate has two bills: one for energy and one for climate
change.

The rapid fire presentation covered more ground
than | can begin to report but was a good stimulus
to our thinking as we begin our study.

LWVUS sponsored event: Ready or Not? - A Conference on Issues and Solutions for Adapting
to Climate Change (April 30 - May 1 in Washington, DC)

The two-day D.C. event is completely open to the public and will feature key speakers on topics ranging from how
to assess and limit the adverse health affects of rapid climate change, to urban resilience and true eco-friendly city
planning. Complete schedule will be available in early April through LWVUS (www.lwv.org or 202.429.1965).

Education Committee Update

By Cecilie Jones

On Thursday March12, the Education Committee
visited the old Armstrong High School, recently
opened as the 5" campus of the Dorothy I. Height
Community Academy Public Charter Schools. We
met with Kent Amos, the founder and CEO of the
schools. Also in attendance was Dr. Ramona Ede-
lin, Executive Director of the DC Association of
Public Charter Schools. Nine members of the
League’s Education Committee were able to at-
tend.

The Committee has set as one of its goals to un-
derstand how Charter Schools function in DC. Our
meeting with Mr. Amos was very informative and
the school is beautifully renovated. We particularly
admired the auditorium, called the Ellington/
Eckstein auditorium. Mr. Amos stressed his com-
mitment to the idea of legacy. The campus at 1

and P Streets is named after Ernest and Virginia
Amos, his aunt and uncle. Other campuses are
named after his parents, grandparents and families
of friends who were strong supporters of education.

After hearing Mr. Amos’ inspiring personal story, we
were able to pursue some of our questions. We
learned that Charter Schools in DC must accept all
applicants, up to the number of desks available. If
there are more applicants than desks, the admission
process goes to lottery. The strength that Mr. Amos
most strongly identified was the ability to experi-
ment and to follow what seems to be working with-
out the delays demanded by a centralized school
system. Innovation was the main goal of the original
Charter School movement. Mr. Amos feels strongly
that Public Charter Schools, contrary a common per-
ception, are rigorously regulated, to the point where
the goal of innovation is being threatened.
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News from the National League

The LWVUS Board adopted Global Climate Change
and Health Care as the top legislative priorities for
2009-issues on which major congressional action is
expected and on which LWVUS will be an active
player. Tier two priorities are Election Reform and
DC Voting Rights. Tier three issues will take place
only if good opportunities present themselves.
These include: Campaign Finance Reform; The UN
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women; Civil Liberties and Eth-
ics; and, Redistricting .

The Nominating process is gearing up so send your
suggestions and don’t forget to nominate yourself.

Like all non-profit organizations, the LWVUS is antici-
pating difficult economic times ahead. In an effort
to get ahead of the curve, the Board decided to hold
a virtual Council instead of the more costly face-to-
face meetings. On the plus side, this will allow more
League members to participate. The Council is set
for Saturday, June 13, 1 pm EST and will last approxi-
mately four hours.

The Board also decided to suspend publication of
THE NATIONAL VOTER (paper and digital) until the
League’s finances are healthier.

To keep in touch, go the LWVUS web site at
www.lwv.org and click on Action Alerts.
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LWV-NCA Convention!
May 9, 2009
9:30am—12:30pm
Ft. Myer Officers’ Club
Keynote Address: Healthcare Reform

See flyer in this DC Voter for details or call
Andrea Gruhl at 301.596.5460

Voters Service Update

Liz Martin, LWVDC Co-President, and Elinor Hart,
Voters Service Co-Chair, met with Errol Arthur,
Chair of the Board of Elections and Ethics on
March 11. We were very pleased to learn that Mr.
Arthur is eager for the Board to work with the
League to increase the participation of young peo-
ple in the election process. We were also glad to
learn that the Board is developing standardized
procedures for monitoring the vote count and that
the Board is actively preparing for the 2010 elec-
tions.

LWVDC MEMBERSHIP FORM
2009-2010
For questions about membership call the League office
at 222-0710 or Jean Hall, membership chair, at 362-4526.

Iwantto: __ joinorlwant __ torenew my membership!/
Annual Dues Rate

$45/Single Member

$60/Joint Household Members

$20/Student Member

College/University

(Please print)

Name

Street Address Apt. No.

City State Zip code

home phone

work phone

fax number

email address

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with
completed form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass.
Ave. NW, #600, Washington, DC 20036-
2008

In addition to my dues, | enclose a contribution to: LWVDC Educa-
tion Fund (make checks to LWVDC-EF) in the amount of
$

Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT tax
deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax deductible.
Please write separate checks to each.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
10:00am Board
Meeting'
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:00amNaturali | Deadline for
zation Cere- Voter submis-
mony? sions
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Voter Mailing 9:30am Annual
Meeting & Break-
fast
26 27 28 29 30

'LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600. 2Judy Smith, 882-3021.

The DC VOTER is the publication of the LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active
participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. National membership is
included in the local League membership. See membership form on page 11.

Co-Presidents: Elizabeth Martin and Joan Wilson

Register Now!
Cometothe LWYDL Annual Meeting
and Breakfast.
Saturday, April 26, 2009
Keynote Speaker:

Dr. Herv ey, Exeoutive Director of the
UDC Community College Initiative
Seeflyerinsidel

Kenew Your Membershipwith
LWYDC in Aprill Form on page b.

Learn about the wildlife of the
Anacostia River on a guided boat
tripi May 2. Flyer inside!

Contactus by: Tel: 202 222-0710 Web site: www.lwvdc.orq  Fax: 202 783-0444 Email: lwvdc@aol.com



http://www.lwvdc.org
mailto:lwvdc@aol.com

